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British submarines HMS Meteorite
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Ha nodvaTky 1930-x pokie [enbMyT Banbrep CTBOPWUB NPOEKT HEBENUKOID WBWAKICHOTO NigBOAHOro
yosHa, TypbiHa sikoro npautoBana Ha nepriaponio (nepexucy BoaHio B cTabinsHiv chopmi). Y 1939 siH
YKnaBe KOHTpaKkT Ha cnopyay ekcrnepuMeHTansHoro nigsoaHoro YoeHa, 80-tu TonHoro V-80,
WBKAKICTL AKOro cknana 28.1 sysna B NiaBogHOMY NONOXEHHI, Nig Yac eunpobysans B 1940 poui. B
nuctonaai 1940 poky aamipanu Epix Penep | BepHep ®yke (rmasa KoHcTpyKkTopchkoro Biopo
KpurcmapuHe) cnoctepiranu 3a sunpobysanHamu MNJ1 V-80. Peaep Bys spaxeHuin nobadeHnum, ane
QyKec He nocniwas AaTk CXBaneHHA Ha noaansbiui BUNpobyBaHHs.

Micns yeniwHux smnpobysans V-80 8 ciuxi 1942 poky Bansrep 3s's3asca 3 agmipanom Kapnom
[exiueM, skunit noctasuecs Ao inen Banstepa 3 entysiaamom | nonpocus, Wwobd noaibHi ninsoaHi
qogHu Bynu cTBopeHi sikHaickopiwe. MNeplue 3aMoBNeHHs Ha cnopyay 4-x NigBOAHUX YOBHIB TUNY
XVIIA 3 nsuryHom Banestepa 6ys yknageHuit Bnitky 1942 poxy.

MiasoaHi YosHu U-792 i U-793 no npoekty «Wa 201» 6ynu nobynosaHi dipmoto Blohm & Voss i
BKIMIOYEHI A0 cknany noTy B XoeTHI 1943 poky. Lii YyoaHn possusani wewakicts Ao 20.25 syana nia
Boaoto. [1Ba iHwi ninsoaHi 4osHW, U-794 i U-795, aa npoextom «'A'k 202», Bynu nobynosaHi Ha
cynHosepdi Germaniawerft i Bknio4eHi no cknaay noTty 8 KBiTH 1744 poky.

B Bepeani 1944 poxy ninsogHunia yoser U-793 3 agmipanom Rapi feHiy Ha 6opty po3suHys
WBKMAKICTE B 22 Byanu Npu pyci nia 8oaocko. A B yepeHi 1944 povy U-792 po3suHys WBMAKICTS B 25
Byanis.

MNporte, niasoaHi YosHu Tuny XVIIA Manu pag Mexarivyi-\x 1uobnem, Hu3bKy edekTusHicTs, Bynu
BaXKi B ynpasniHHi Ha BENUKIA LWUBKWAKOCTI, @ NPW 3aHY 2tk Ha MWBKUHY BTpaYany YacTuHy ceoel
NOTYXXHOCTI.

Aamipan ®ykc CTBEPAKYBAB, WO BNPOBAMKEHHA HOBATO TUNY NIABOAHWX YOBHIB NepeLllKoaKarme
BUPOGHMUTBY iHWKX kopabnis, ane aamipan [er: i svaxas iHakwe, | 4 ciuvsa 1943 Kpurcmapuxe
3amMoBu1no 24 nigsoaxi YosHn TMny XVII.

ByaisHuuTeo Gonosux niasoaxux woaHis Tuny XYl (tun XVIIB) 6yno posnodaro kopabnebyaiaHol
chipmoro Blohm & Voss 8 MFamGypai. MN tuny XV1B, Ha sigmidy Big Tuny XVIIA, manu Bcboro oguH
asuryH Banestepa. MNouaTkose 3amosneHr:: Sy .0 Ha ByaisHuuTEo 12-TU nigeoaxux Yoewis Tuny XVIIB
(U-1405..U-1416), ane Blohm & Voss 8xe MAnu 3aMoBneHHA Ha ByaiBHULTEO NiABOAHUX YOBHIB TUNY
XXI i Hacuny cnpasnanucs 3 LM 38 GBNSHHAM, 3 LIIET NPUYMHA NOYATKOBE 3aMOBIIEHHS CKOPOTUIH
Ao 6-Tv YoBHIB.

Tpu ninsoani 4osHW TNy XVIIB Bynu cnyuwieHi Ha soay sepd'io «Blohm & Voss» Mix 1943 | 1944
pokamu: U-1405, U-1406 | U-1407. LLe Tpu nigeoani vosun (U-1408..U-1410) Gyaysanucs, ane He
Bynu 3akinyeri Ao kiHua Opyrol ceitosol BilHW,

Bci 3 pobynosani nigsoaHi YyoBHK Bynm 3HMLLEHI X exinaxamy HanpukiHui BidHn: U-1405 y
®nenHcbypre, U-1406 i U-1407 B KykcxacbeHe, Bci 8 BputaHcbkii okynauinHii 3oHi. HepobyaosaHi
nigsoaHi yosHu U-1408 | U-1410 Bynu Buasneni BputaHcekumu Biitcbkamu B Mambypai Ha sepdl
Blohm & Voss.

Koponiscbkui sinicbkoso-mopcbkuit hnot Benukobpuranii sinHosue nigsoaHwi YoseH U-1407 |
3apaxysas ioro go csoro cknagy 25 sepecHs 1945 nig im'am «HMS Meteorite». Y 1946p. Meteoput
npoesi cepito sunpobysaHb nig kepisHMUTBOM Banbrepa i 3 HimeubKoo komaHaol 3 Germaniawerft,
Kink. BunpoByBaHHs BUKITMKanNu 3Ha4YHUM iHTEpec B AKOCTI ankTepHaTven SAepHIi eHepreTuu i
AAMIpanTencTso PO3MICTUNG 38MOBNEHHS Ha ABA BeIMKUX YOBHA Ha OCHOBI HiMeubkoro Tuny XXVI, -
«HMS Explorer» i «HMS Excalibur».
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The Type XVII U-boats were small coastal submarines which used Hellmuth Walter's high test peroxide
propulsion system, which offered a combination of air-independent propulsion and high submerged
speeds.

In the early 1930s Hellmuth Walter had designed a small, high-speed submarine with a streamlined form
propelled by high test peroxide and in 1939 he was awarded a contract to build an experimental vessel,
the 80 ton V-80, which achieved an underwater speed of 28.1 kn (52.0 km/h; 32.3 mph) during trials in
1940. In November 1940 Admirals Erich Raeder and Werner Fuchs (head of the Kriegsmarine's
Construction Office) witnessed a demonstration of the V-80; Raeder was impressed, but Fuchs was slow
to approve further tests.

Following the success of the V-80's trials, Walter contacted Karl Ddnitz in January 1942, who
enthusiastically embraced the idea and requested that these submarines be developed as quickly as
possible, An initial order was placed in summer 1942 for four Type XVIIA development submarines.

Of these, U-792 and U-793, designated Wa 201, were built by Blohm & Voss, commissioned in October
1843, and achieved 20.25 kn (37.50 km/h; 23.30 mph) submerged. The other pair of Type XVIIA
submarines, U-794 and U-795, designated Wk 202, were constructed by Germaniawerft and
commissioned in April 1944,

The U-793 achieved a submerged speed of 22 kn (41 km/h; 25 mph) in March 1944 with Admiral Donitz
aboard. In June 1944 the U-792 achieved 25 kn (46 km/h; 29 mph) over a measured mile.

Construction of operational Type XVII submarines - the Type XVIIB - was begun at the Blohm & Voss
yard in Hamburg. The Type XVIIB, unlike the XVIIA, had only a single turbine. The initial order was for 12
submarines, U-1405 through U-1416. However, Blohm & Voss were already struggling to cope with orders
for Type XXI submarines and the Kriegsmarine reduced the order to six.

Three Type XVIIB boats were completed by Blohm & Voss of Hamburg between 1943 and 1944: U-1405,
U-1406 and U-1407. U-1405 was completed in December 1944 1-7406 in February 1945, and U-1407 in
March 1945.

A further three boats (U-1408 to U-1410) were under constitiction, but were not complete when the war
ended. Another six Type XVIIB's (U-1411 to U-1416) wers carcelled during the war in favour of the Type
XXI,

All three completed Type XVIIB boats were scuttied i3y their crews at the end of the Second World War,
U-1405 at Flensburg, and U-1406 and U-1407 at Cuxhavzn, all in the British Zone of Occupation.

U-1407 was salvaged in June 1945, and transpotted to Barrow-in-Furness, where she was refitted by
Vickers with a new and complete set of machine:s 2iso captured in Germany, under the supervision of
Professor Hellmuth Walter. Because she wes /riended to be used solely for trials and possibly as a high-
speed anti-submarine target, her torpedo tubas wre removed.[3] She was commissioned into the Royal
Navy on 25 September 1945 and renamed (HMS Meteorite.

During 1946 Meteorite carried out a serics oi rials under the guidance of Walter and his original team
from Germaniawerft, Kiel. The trials raised considerable interest in the possibility of HTP as an alternative
to nuclear power as air-independerit zifopulsion and the Admiralty placed an order for two larger
experimental Walter boats based on tha:German Type XXVI, HMS Explorer and HMS Excalibur, to be
followed by an operational class of 12 boats.
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