SCALE 1/35 AF 35198

Water Buffalo
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Bovington Tank Museum, Dorset-UK
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tank M - France

The LVT (Landing Vehicle Tracked) was firstly developed in 1935, known == ‘Alligator’ , originally from a civilian rescue
vehicle. The Alligator was intended to operate in southern Florida where i»urica ss often caused disasters. The Alligator could be
used in the areas that inaccessible to both traditional cars and boa's.

After WWI, USMC has been studying amphibious warfare and con<.acred ‘anding on Pacific islands would be likely. Yet general
use personnel landing vehicle (LCVP) was not suitable for amphibinis wiiare in rocky coral reef islands. A special platform will
be needed. The Christie amphibian tank was put in test in 1924 firsty, ~<ilowed by numerous modifications, yet it was never able
to satisfy USMC due to poor performance in seaworthiness. At t sz e time, USMC was attracted by a report on Life Magazine
on Donald Roebling’ s Alligator and Mr. Roebling was persuz<<d <. work on a military version, with enhanced vehicle and tracks,
as a private venture.

As the war in Europe and Asia getting worse, the Conuvess ¢ pproved funds on this project. After numerous modifications, the
project was accepted as LVT-1 and started to mass-p.~accc 'n July 1941. At the same time, a further modified model, LVT-2,
was under development. It has front drive sprockets, wrsil:stic suspension and larger compartments to accommodate personnel.
LVT-2 was nicknamed as Water Buffalo.

Because the engine was located to the rear, petonnvi and material had to load / unload on sides. A new version, LVT-4 came
with modifications - the engine was moved forward =n4 a large ramp door was added to the rear, allowing troops to exit from
the rear of the vehicle. Small vehicles and ca.nons >an be loaded / unloaded through ramp. The LVT-4 was the most produced
model among LVT family. It took part in the Ban> of Saipan, and saw actions in all following battles in the Pacific, as well as
river crossing operations in Europe, such as Operation Plunder, crossing the Rhine River.

Numerous modifications were added onto LVT-4 during production. Later version came with .30 machine gun to the front,
windows for the driver and armor kits on sides and rear. Those new ehicles saw actions in Pacific battles as well as other
operations.
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Brand Gim7e Sangyo _

g p Ty Caorl %00y wGarspm| MmOl | Revel | Lifecoor
Olive drab(2) witg Hs | cas J38 66 46 UA106
Steel =% HS8 | c28 J28 53 91 LC76
Siiver 88 e cs J8 11 90 LC74
Brass #H Ho C9 J9 54 92 LC75
Red 4] H3 C3 J3 19 31 LC56
Tire black BBAE|  H77 | C33+C62 85 302 LC02
Tan =\ H27 C44 LC65
Orange ¥ H14 C59 18 30 LC55
Steel red 7 H38 160 383 LCO1
Bright blue WE H13 73 LCOo6
Red brown 38|  Ha7 ca1 J41 160 383
Flat white kBl HN Cc62 J62 34 05 LCO1
Dark gray(1) RIR|  H82 C31 J31 87 LC19
Sand FS30277 LE 187 UA19
Earth brown FS30099  +#8 UAST
Green FS34079 # H39 | C309 195 UA52




LVT family in WWII

Roebling s Alligator 1937 LVT-1 Alligator

The Alligator amphibian tractor, which originally Delivered in
intended to be a January 1941.
hurricane » A Marine
rescue Corps

device, was Ry Amphibian
invited in 1937 by Tractor

Donald Roebling. It was adopted by USMC as the Detachment was
prototype for LVT. The “Alligator” was dubbd activated in May.
due to its amphibian capability. At first it was developed for material transportation. It saw services in
Guadalcanal and Solomon Islands from 1942.
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and machine
guns
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June 1942, yet only saw service in the Battle of Tarawa NUMHVHCNCH)
due to delayed employment. Developed based on LVT-1, " ' :
the infantry D LVT-1 in the begin-irg )J Battle of Guadalcanal, November 1943.
can jump

the LVT-3 was developed along with LVT-4.
Too late to see WWII, the LVT-3 still

saw service
long after
WWII,

The LVT-3 comes wi.~- a ~amp
installed in the rear a.:d oriple
co.a tment

LVT-4  The engine was moved forward and a large
ramp door was added to the rear.

up space.

to Materials and troops can exit from
the the rear of the vehicle.
Korean

War.

B Amtank

LVT(A)-1 1944 service in Battle
It was fitted with a turret with of Saipan, 1944.

a 37 mm gun, also carried two It was by far the most numerous version of the LVT
rear-mounted machine guns.

A 75 mm howitzer was installed to replace

37mm gun, on LVT-4 chassis.
It was found less satisfying to
rear-mounted

-‘;."! '.'li

Fire support vehcle used by Out Rap,

B
converted from LVT-2 B f //ﬂ .
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U.S. Army 718th Amtrac Battalion, Okinawa, June 1945
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W

.

16




G U.S. Marine, Americans in Wartime Museum, 2009
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& |Body Color: Sand E]
Earth brown

Green FS34079 I
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R.O.C, Army, Armored brigade, Taiwan, 1949
PEREETERPEERSEREAR FE1949%
/ Body Color: RLM80 Olive green ]
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@ Royal Thai Marine Corps
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/Body Color: Green FS34079 ]
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| PRE®IEEH For Taiwanese use only! i
I
AV AF 35198 oTEA i
Instructions: i (CLL THEXRAR % 4B,
If for some reason, you are not fully aiisfisd or have ! g’;’;zz::: " ::: ;:: !
questions concerning our product; Plexs> 'sse the form @ ! O AF35198:C NTE 208 |
provide, and send it to our nearec. tr;pracentative or mail = ® O AF35198-D NTS 250 ;
it directly to our office. [ B2, [J AF35198-E NT$ 250 '
B ! O AF 35198-G NTS 240 |
We will deal with that A.S.A.P. ®M | | O arssiosn NTS 120 !
BRI | | Oarsssis NTS 20 |
ZE | | O AFssise NTS 280 !
i T L = EB 5 | [0 AF 35205-M NT$ 180 I
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= ! | O AF35198-2 NT$ 160
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