
The D.III was development of the Pfalz´s new chief engineer Ru-
dolph Gehringer, hired in November 1916 to help the small com-
pany, led by its founder Alfred Eversbusch, to make another step 
in its progress. The Pfalz was manufacturing licensed aircraft at 
the time, but Eversbuch was keen to get success with his own 
designs. 
Gehringer´s new design owed much of its philosophy to the Ro-
land D.I and D.II, the fighters manufactured by Pfalz Flugzeu-
gwerke GmbH after the production of licensed Morane types L 
and H (supplied as Pfalz A.1 and the various versions of Pfalz E) 
commenced in August 1916. The Pfalz factory in Speyer am Rhein 
started production of Rolands shortly after the fire destroyed the 
LFG Roland factory in Adlershof on September 6, 1916.   

Making a virtue out of necessity
The new Pfalz D.III was powered by the Mercedes-Benz D.III en-
gine developing 160 HP. Gehringer used a plywood monocoque 
fuselage manufactured in two halves from the long plywood stri-
ps diagonally placed in two layers over the moulds. After harde-
ned the halves were glued to the internal framework, the joint 
was covered by doped fabric stripes cover and then whole the 
resulting monocoque fuselage obtained doped fabric cover to 
add the protection of the wood. 
The technology, called Wickelrumpf in German (means wrapped 
fuselage) was developed and patented by the Reinhold Richter, 
designer of the L.V.G. Roland company. Gehringer adopted it part-
ly because the factory had already mastered it and partly due to 
the lack of workers with metal machining craftmanship, as the 
Bavaria (Speyer lies in the Rhineland-Palatinate state, formed 
after the WWII today) was an agricultural kingdom at the time 
of Great War. 
The Wickelrumpf allowed designers to create a streamlined and 
very stiff fuselage. The downside of the technology was the need 
of precise, time consuming, thus expensive manufacturing. The 
fuselage had also tendency to twisting or bending due to the 
humidity absorbed by the wood despite of the overall protecti-
ve paint of so called Schutzfarbe (protection colour), containing 
aluminium powder. This weakness of the technology affected 
performance and handling of the airplane. Wing, on the other 
side, was of conventional, but tough desing, the fact winning later 
the Pfalz D.III some sympathy of the pilots. 

Child of drawing board  
The prototype of Pfalz D.III flew for very first time in May 1917 
and Typenprüfung (Flight Tests) was carried a month later. It is 
interesting the airplane used for it was not prototype, but se-

rial aircraft 1366/17 (seventh production aircraft). German mi-
litary aviation Bureau Idflieg (abbreviation from Inspektion der 
Fliegertruppen) did not even wait for maiden flight and ordered 
70 aircraft to be manufactured instead of rest of the 100-strong 
batch of Roland D.IIs! Another order for 300 aircraft followed in 
June 1917. The reason for such unusual approach is not clear.     
First examples of new Pfalz D.III entered service during August 
1917 with Jasta 10 being the first unit to obtain them, followed 
by the Jasta 4 and others. The new Pfalz was obviously better 
design than Roland D.IIa. It was quite maneuverable aircraft 
with ability to perform high speed dives, a tactics very useful 
for attacking enemy observation baloons. Nonetheless, the new 
Pfalz was received with mixed emotions.     

Modification to the D.IIIa
The main complaints of the pilots were heavy controls and lack of 
top-level flight speed of Pfalz D.III. More to it, the new Pfalz was 
also slow climber and had tendency to slip in turns, which was 
quite dangerous behavior when flying close to the ground. The 
aircraft also felt easily into the flat spin after stall with difficult 
recovery. Although some experienced pilots used it as an escape 
maneuver, average pilots were uncomfortable by this tendency. 
Nevertheless, one of the biggest discontents about the new Pfalz 
was placing it´s MG 08/15 Spandau guns inside the fuselage. That 
prevented pilots from solving regular gun jams during flight. 
Pfalz responded with relocation of the guns to the top of the for-
ward fuselage and starting with serial number 4165/17 the planes 
were delivered as D.IIIa sporting also other changes like enlar-
ged horizontal stabilizer and cut wingtips of lower wing. It also 
featured more powerful Mercedes-Benz D.IIIa engine developing 
180 HP. But some of D.IIIs had also cut wing and D.IIIa engine. 

Flown by aces, but not acemaker
Alongside the Albatros D.III/D.V and Fokker Dr.I the Pfalz D.IIIa was 
one of the most important and numerous German fighter in front-
line use until arrival of mighty Fokker D.VII. Many famous aces 
got in touch with the Pfalz D.III/D.IIIa, although they finally gained 
their fame flying different aircraft. Erich Loewenhardt of Jasta 10 
was the most successful Pfalz D.III/D.IIIa ace with 14 of his 54 kills 
achieved flying it. Second to him, Karl Pech of Jasta 29, recorded 
all his 9 kills flying Pfalz prior to being killed in action.           
The production of Pfalz D.IIIa commenced in May 1918 with some 
260 D.IIIs and 750 D.IIIas delivered. Many serviceable aircraft were 
sent to advanced training schools during 1918 as the supplies of 
new Fokkers D.VII were intensifying, but some 100 Pfalz D.IIIas 
were still in frontline use at the time of the Armistice.

Although not hailed as one of the best Great War fighter, the Pfalz D.IIIa deserves some credit 
as a steady aircraft, dangerous to opponents when flown by skilled pilots. As a design of the 
company from the Kingdom of Bavaria, the Bavarian Jagdstaffeln were the most common 
users of this fighter.  
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