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Ve Svédsku licenéné vyrabény letoun Douglas model DB-8A-1 ma piivod u firmy Northrop. Northrop
vyvinul z velmi ispésného cestovniho letounu Gamma podle pozadavki U.S. Army Air Corps bitevni
letoun oznacovany ve verzi s pevnym podvozkem A-17 a ve verzi se zatahovacim podvozkem A-17A.
Letoun byl velmi dobie vyzbrojen, mél dobré letové vykony, pficemz byl pomérné levny. Jeho cena
byla 19 000$ za kus. Prvni stroje A-17A byly dodany U.S. Army Air Corps po¢atkem roku 1937 a
vyroba tohoto modelu byla ukonéena v zafi 1938. Letoun A-17A byl povaZzovan za nejrychlejsi a
presto se vdak U.S. Army Air Corps rozhodlo pro investici do vyvoje dvoumotorovych utocnych
letounti. Vyroba verze A-17A jiz dobihala pod znac¢kou nového viastnika. Spole¢nost Northrop, jako
dcefina spolecnost Douglas Aircraft Co., se dne 31.srpna 1937 stala vyrobni divizi spolecnosti
Douglas v El Segundo. Firma Douglas podarenou konstrukci oznacila DB-8 a zacala ji nabizet k
exportu. Kromé Jihoafrické Unie (Nomad Mk.1), Francie, Argentiny (DB-8A-2), Holandska (DB-8A-3N)
a dalsich zemi o stroj projevilo zajem | Svédsko. Zakoupilo zkusebni kus ozna¢eny DB-8A-1 a

licenci na vyrobu v domaci tovarné SAAB. Vyroba probihala od roku 1938 a stroje byly vyrabény pod
oznacenim B-5B a B-5C. Proti jinym verzim, které pouzivaly motory americke provenience dalo
Svédske letectvo prfednost britskému motoru Bristol Pegasus. Odlisné bylo i dal$i vybaveni. Letouny
B-5 mely totiz jako jediné verze DB-8 vyklopnou vidlici pro svrhavani pum ve stfemhlavém letu. Pro
drsne severské podminky bylo pocitano s variabilni montazi lyzi. Letouny slouZily ve svedskem
letectvu po celou valku posledni dolétaly v padesatych letech. Protoze Svédsko bylo neutraini,
nedostaly se do bojovych akci.

Technické udaje: rozpéti 14,55 m, délka 9,70 m, maximalni rychlost 335 km/hod pfi hladiné mofe,
operaéni dostup 6900 m, maximalni dolet 800 km.
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Swedish license built Douglas model DB-8A-1 has its origin in Northrop Company. Northrop Company
developed it from the highly successful Gamma commercial monoplane for U.S. Army Air Corps. The
ground support aircraft fitted with a fixed undercarriage was designated A-17 and with retractable
undercarriage A-17A. The aircraft had heavy armament, good flying characteristics and its production
was rather cheap. The price was set at $19.000 for one machine. The first A-17s were delivered to
U.S. Army Air Corps in the beginning of 1937 and the production of this version stopped in September
1938. A-17As were considered the fastest and the most effective attack planes to participate in US
War Field Days during 1938-1939. Nevertheless the U.S. Army Air Corps decided to support
development of two engined ground attack plane. The A-17 A was produced by new owner's
trademark. Northrop Company, which was Douglas Aircraft Co. filial, on 31% August 1937, became the
production part of Douglas Co. in El Segundo. Douglas Co. designated the aircraft DB-8 and offered it
for export to foreign countries. Among others like South African Unionc (Nomad Mk.1), France,
Argentine (DB-8A-2), Holland (DB-8A-3N) also Sweden was interested in purchasing it. Sweden
purchased one test aircraft designated DB-8A-1 and production license for domestic Saab Company.
The production started in 1938 and the aircraft were designated B-5B and B-5C. Swedish machines
were powered by British Bristol Pegasus engine not like the other versions powered by US
provenience engines. Other equipment was different, too. B-5 aircraft were the only ones to have the
swing arm installed for dive bombing. Due to the harsh northern condition the possibility of ski
undercarriage was considered. The aircraft served within the Swedish Air Force thru the whole WW I
and the last ended its service in 50s. They were never used in combat since Sweden was neutral
state.

Technical specification: Span 14.55 m, Length 9.70 m, Maximum Speed 335 kph at sea level, Ceiling
6900m, Range 800 km
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SAAB B-5B (7030) N 4, Flygfiotilj 4, zima 1943/44. SAAB B-5B (7030) N 4, Flygflotilj 4, winter 1943/44.
V letnim obdobi létal letoun s kolovym podvozkem During summer time the machine flew with wheeled
s aerodynamickymi kryty. landing gear with wheel spats.
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SAAB B-5B Flygfiotilj 6, 1943. Letoun létal také se SAAB B-5B Flygfiotilj 6, 1943. This machine also
sejmutymi kryty podvozku. flew with removed wheel spats.
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SAAB B-5B (7017) Flygflotilj 21, 1944. V letnim
obdobi létal letoun s kolovym podvozkem bez
aerodynamickych Kryta.

SAAB B-5B (7017) Flygfiotilj 21, 1944. During
summer time the machine flew with wheeled
landing gear without wheel spats.
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Q72313
Vampire Mainwheels
and Nosewheel

Q72325
Vampire Mk.5/9/ T.11
Mainwheels and Nosewheel

Q72306
Vampire Mk.l Underwing
Slipper Tanks (2 pcs)
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