Pz.Kpfw.Ill Ausf.M mit schiirzen
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In February 1934, following the specifications ordered by Hans Guderian, the Armaments Department ordered the developme n’ of 2 n . tani: code-named “Zugfiihrerwagen” or
“Z.W." It was intended as the main battle tank of the German Panzer divisions, capable of engaging and destroying opposing ta,'k ‘or ses. It was to feature a maximum weight of
24,000 kg (53,000 Ibs.) and a top speed of 35 km/h (22 mph). Four companies responded with designs for the contract: [*aimler-B 2r z, K’ usp, MAN, and Rheinmetall. After testing
each proposal, the Daimler-Benz design was selected for production in August 1935.

The basic design layout of the Panzer IIl was the same as the previous Panzer | and II, with the gearbox at the front and the e~qin at the rear of the hull. The turret was an enlarged
version of the one used on the Panzer I, able to house three of the five-man crew (commander, gunner and loader’. Tis new ai “v,ement dramatically improved the fighting power
of the tank by increasing its rate of fire.

Powered by the Maybach HL120TRM engine, the Pz. Ill Ausf M was nearly identical to the previous Ausf L, with the same Sem Y.wK39 L/60 gun and extra 20mm spaced armour on
the mantlet and superstructure front, but had three 90 mm (3.54 in) NbK smoke dischargers mounted on both sides of the turret and 5mm thick steel skirts surrounding the turret and
sides of the hull to help protect against higher caliber weapons. It also featured fording equipment, which 8"=..~d it to wa's through up to five feet of water. This was achieved by
providing watertight covers for every opening below the turret, including the engine air intakes. Air was proviac wic the tu,: et while the tank was fording.

This variant was used to replaced front line losses, and took part in the battle of Kursk and the defense * f Sicily, an~auyt by then its 5cm gun was virtually ineffective in tank-vs-tank
fighting. A total of 1000 units were ordered, but only 250 were produced until February 1943. %1,= rest \vere aither converted to Ausf.Ns, StuG Ill's, Flammpanzer llis, or simply
dismantled.

03.02.8002

| U] | RN
Tled Sl loan ey AT

@mog@~.. JELLLQ
L 9 Q. & ] §L S cx GRNTIS
H A

i AL

\BARRANw §9C2 7 L)
X

D
i

S e e==

Tﬁ“_”;:ﬁ il "

921 601601601
W

A L S
ar

L]
dLdian AL
A En pa p i

Lower Hull Turret




BMake 12




‘ NG W\

M B1
N AN

| / B2

B3

B1













Painting and Marking Guide

TAKOM ref: 8002

5. Kompanis, Panzer Regiment 3,
21 Fanasr Biviian, Kursh July 1943
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Painting and Marking Guide

TANDM Ref: 8002

4. Kompanis, Ponzer Regiment 15,
11h Panzer Division, Kursk, July W‘!
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