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Following the outbreak of World War 2, opposing infantry relied
mainly on the fire power of their machine guns and mortars.
Among these, the mortar was an indispensable weapon for the in-
fantryman due to its simple construction, ease of maintenance
and its portability. Its concentrated fire power compared well with
other light infantry guns. The typical German mortar of the period
was the Type 34 in 8cm caliber. Its 3.5kg projectile could be
projected with four types of propellant, for ranges from 60m to
2400m. During the early periods of the conflict, German infantry
battalions had one machine gun company known as the 4th MG
Company which consisted of eight heavy machine guns and six
Type-34 mortars. The Company had two mortar platoons, each
consisting of three squads. A mortar squad consisted of seven sol-
diers, with one morar and a cart. The Type-34 mortar weighed
about 57kg, and could be disassembled into gun tube, legs, etc.
Four soldiers could easily carry the mortar components plus six
ammo cases containing three mortar rounds each. In 1944, the
4th MG Company was reinforced by adding another 6 mortars,
resulting in a total of 48 - 54 mortars in one infantry division. This
simple and reliable weapons system remained effective through-
out the conflict.
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AMMO CASING % Select open or closed.
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