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The famous Northrop P-61 Black Widow was the first operational U.S. miitai y
aircraft designed specifically for night interception.

In Nov 1940, according to the requirements of USAAC, INori.'co begai
comprehensive design work on an aircraft which was to become e world's,
first dedicated night fighter. On 11th January 1941, the USAAr urdered iv.o
prototypes named XP-61 for flight testing. On 10th Marclk, 13 YF-815 were
ordered for Operational Suitability Tests. The P-61 was aunut (he same size as
a medium bomber and had a peculiar appearance: A long 1useicge 4ondola
built between two engine nacelles and tail booms. It w=5 <quipnea with Pratt &
Whitney R-2800-10 Double Wasp 18-cylinder radiz | 2ngines, »r>ducing 2,000
hp (1,491 kW) each. At the end of the booms th=rc were o vertical fins
connected by a horizontal tailplane. The fuseluge 1.nuscA the ;adar at the front,
a three-man crew, and the weapons ¢vsi=n.. fhe aircicft was armed with four
20mm M2 cannons and four .50cal (12.7 min) M2 Bretvning machine guns.
2900 kg bombs could be loaded as well to a~cumplished missions such as
interception, bombing, and scouting.

Once the Black Widow did get into action in late WWII, it was successful
2aanst a variety of targets in the European, Mediterranean, Pacific Theater,
ana Chinese Theater of Operations. The combat successes of P-61 NFS
incicued 127 enemy fighter planes and bombers, and 18 V-1 buzz bombs. Until
the end of WWII, Northrop produced 706 aircraft of the P-61 series

There are only 2 aircrafts preserved: one is in National Museum US Air Force
in Dayton, Ohio, USA and one is located in the China Aviation Museum in
Beijing, China.

In the box art you can find a P-61B-2 named "Lady in the Dark" (s/n 42-39408)
of the 548th NFS. The aircraft piloted by Lt. Robert W. Clyde and R/O Lt. Bruce
K. LeFord on 14 August/15 August 1945 claimed a Nakajima Ki-44 "Tojo." It
should be noted, though, that the destruction of the "Tojo" came without a shot
being fired. After the pilot of the "Tojo" sighted the attacking P-61, he
descended to wave-top level and began a series of evasive maneuvers which
ended with his aircraft striking the water and exploding. The same P-61 had a
similar incident the next day, after the official end of hostilities.
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[LTI[)148 Northrop P-61B ‘Black Widow’ Last Shoot Down 1945
P-61B-2 42-39408 Lady in the Dark, 548th NFS, Iwo Jima, Spring 1945
P-61B-2, 45 S42-39408, &S B/ H, 548 A& PEA, WD, 19455 F




(T3] 148 Northrop P-61B ‘Black Widow’ Last Shoot Down 1945
P-61 B-1 42-39405 Victory Model/ “ANONYMOUS” 111/The SPOOK, 548th NFS, Iwo Jima, April 1945
P-61 B-1 45°S42-39405, S SRHFIIETE/ T2 E 1 1/8R, 5487 B HL P RA, TR 3, 19455F4 8
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Correction: The steps in the instruction
page two are replaced by this page.
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If you choose to use the counter weight,
please do not install the radar part.




