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V pritb&hu roku 1942 zalétaly tfi italské firmy prototypy modernich stihatek. Krc me Aermaca i < 205 a Reggiane Re 2005
ilo o Fiat G.55 Centauro. Viechny t¥i byly pohanény motorem DB 605 nebo pozdéji jeho licen *m erzi F.A 1050 Tifone. Do vyzbroje
byly vybrany vSechny t¥i stroje, ale Fiat G.55 byl vybrin jako zakladni stihacka Regia Aeronanica. ¥.00 to o novy Fiat projevila
zajem i Luftwaffe.
Prvni prototyp MM491 vzlétl 30. dubna 1942, posléze byly postaveny dalsi dva =..i~typy. Ty. ‘ejné jako prvnich dvanict kusia z
prvni vyrobni serie oznafované Serie 1 Sotoserie 0 (MM91053-91064)mély vy7 0r.; ~loz>uou z +.aénu Mauser MG 151/20 raze 20
mm v ose vrtule a éy¥ kulometa SAFAT riZe 12,7 mm v pfidi. Dalii stroje ia'« Sotoscrie , tak Serie 1 nesly definitivni vyzbroj
sloZenou ze dvou kanénu v k¥idle a dvou kulometi nad motorem. Nr 2 visle .2 vy zbroji dos ! valy jednotlivé kusy dva typy svislych
ocasnich ploch. Prvé stroje byly nasazeny v ramci itvari Regia Aero~auica. Nwe stihalky si uspéSné vedly hlavné v bojich proti
stihafkim P-38 Lightning. Po uzavieni pfiméFi se spojenci byly Centar: ; zalaven) wn. Luftwaffe pfi obsazeni Itilie Némci. Stejné
tak byl obsazen némeckymi vojsky zdvod Fiat v Turin&. Zastavens vy reoa by pozdéj sbnovena, nékolik kusi pFevzala Luftwaffe,
ale nakonec veSkeré vyrobené Fiaty G.55 byly pFedany letectvu Italsl ¢ Nacional. i R. publiky (Aeronautica Nazionale Republicana).
V Fadiach ANR se aéastnily téZkych boji proti bombardovacim svazii.n Joprovaz 21 ych stihackami.
Na konci roku 1942 byl zahijen vyvoj nové verze pohinéné motorem L8 v22. 742 v¥voji nové verze méla opét zdjem i Luftwaffe. Po
obsazeni zivodu Fiat vyvoj probihal jiZ pfimo pod dohledenr Némcii. Zkusciu pilot Valentino Cus poprvé vzlétl s prototypem MM
536 28. biezna 1944. Vykony nové verze byly vynikajici. m . malni rycblost vzrostla na 680 km/h pfi zachovini skvélé obratnosti.
Vyzbroj tvofily t¥i kanény riZe 20 mm. Oviem 25. dubna \w protot; o » 4Zné poSkozen pfio spojeneckém bombardovini. Testy
adajné pokrafovaly s druhym prototypem MM 537, ale v zi¥i ) 94 { byly veSkeré price zastaveny.

Rozpéti: 11,85 m, délka: 9,56 m, max. rychlost: 680 km/h ve v;X~e 3 9 m, dostup: 13 400 m, dolet: 1280 km

D)

Three Italian companies had #-.. Z~wn (weir ne~, modern fighter prototypes during 1942. Except Aermacchi C.205 and
Reggiane Re 2005 it was the Fi-a G.57. 24 wm.oee wirero @ were powered by DB 605 engines and later by license built version RA 1050
Tifone. All three aircraft were aL~ep. d by Regia A\ ronautica but Fiat G.55 was addressed as the main fighter aircraft. Even German
Luftwaffe was interested in new Fia: fig. ter.

The first prototype, serial number MM 9\, ao) of/on 30th April 1942. Later, two additional prototypes were built and together with
the initial series of 12 preprod action alvcra“t(s... no. MM91053 to 91064) were designated Serie 1S ie 0. The armament of these
aircraft consisted of one 2/r.m can.on Mauser MG 151/20 firing through the hollow propeller's shaft and four nose mounted
12.7mm SAFAT machine ; u 1s. The fi1 al armament of subsequent aircraft of both Sotoserie 0 and Serie 1, consisted of two wing
mounted cannons and two 1 achine gw s mounted above the engine. Independently from the armament changes particular aircraft
were produced with (n. dit\>ren: «yp.s of fin. The first aircraft were deployed within Regia Aeronautica. New aircraft were
successful, ya~ticu’a”Zy ;e fignung with P-38 Lightnings. When the Armistice was signed Centaures were seized for Luftwaffe
during the Gyvm. 1 sccuparion > Italy. Also, Fiat Company in Torino was seized by Wermacht. The earlier halted production was
later started agai~ an 1 several »¥ craft were handed over to Luftwaffe. Eventually, the rest of the produced aircraft was passed on to
Italian National Re), by ~'s Air Force (Aeronautica Nazionale Republicana). Within ANR these aircraft participated in heavy fights
against allied bombers».ith Sghter escorts.

The development of the nev version powered by DB 603 engine was started at the end of 1942. Even Luftwaffe was highly interested
in the development of this version. When the Fiat factory was seized the development continued with German supervisors. The
prototype MM 536 with test pilot Valentino Cus in cockpit took off for the first tunc on March 28, 1944, The performances of the new
version were outstanding. Maximum speed topped 680 kmh and aircraft still retained its verability. The ar te

of three 20 mm cannons. During Allied bomb raid on April 25, the prototype was heavily damaged. The trials reputedly continued
with the second prototype MM 537 but all works were halted in Spetember 1944,

Wingspan: 11.85 m, Length: 9.56 m, Max Speed: 680 kmh at 8000m, Service Ceiling: 13400 m, Range: 1280 km
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