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Struéna historie Bristol Bombay Mk.I.

Letoun Bristol Bombay patfi do zvlastni kategorie z
hlediska urCeni jako dopravni bombardér. Byl vyvijen jako
dopravni letoun se schopnosti nést naklad bomb. Uplatnéni
takovéto kategerie letounu bylo predevéim v koloniich
britského impéria, kde nehrozilo nebezpeéi od protiletecké
obrany.

V roce 1931 vypsalo britské Ministerstvo letectvi
specifikaci C.26/31 na takovyto typ letounu. Firma Bristol
Aeroplane Company se ji zGcastnila s projektem typu 130.
Bristol 130 byl hornoplo$nik celokovové konstrukce s
pevnym podvozkem. Svislé ocasni plochy byly dvojité a do
prostorného trupu bylo mozno pojmout az 24 vojaku.
Variabilnost prostoru se dala vyuzit i pro transport ranénychs
nositky nebo jako nakladni pro nahradni dily apod. V piednia
zadni Casti trupu bylo prosklené stieli§té vzdy s jednim
kulometem Lewisraze 7,7 mm.

Prototyp byl zelétan 23. ¢ervna 1935 na letisti Filton.
Zkousky prokazaly nékteré nedostatky, které vedly k uréitym
zmeénam pro sériové stroje. Jednalo se zejména o zménu
predni stfelecké véze, nahrazeni dvoulistych vrtuli trilistymi
silnéjSimi motory Bristol Pegasus XXIl o vykonu 772 'V
(oproti plvodnim Bristol Pegasus |1l o vykonu 559 kW).

Dalsi zmény zaznamenaly svislé ocasni pochy a v,
odstranény tzv."baCkory" tedy kovové kryty pocvoz<u.
Posadka byla tficlena a tvoril ji pilot, operator a navige ..

Sériova vyroba byla zapocata v bfeznu *"s39. Bylo
objednano 80 kusl pod novou zakézkou 47/36 z roku 1936.
Letoun dostal bojové jméno Bombay. Prvni stroje byly
dislokovany u 216. Squadrony v Egypté. Jiz 5 dni po
vyhlaSeni valky Italii proti Velké Britanii bombardoval
osamély Bombay dne 15. Gervna 1940 Tobruk obsazeny
italskym vojsky. Bombay mohl nést az 908 kg pum raze 250
Lb (113,4 kg) na osmi podtrupovych zavésnicich. Tyto nalety
vSak byly sporadické, provadéné vétsinou v noci a jejich
UCinost byla nevalna. Vétsinou byly pouzivany k prepravé
ranénych, vysadkarl , zasob a nahradnich dill. Za zminku
stoji i preprava 6000 ranénych vojaku ze Sicilie do Italie
provedena jednou posadkou pri 200 letech v roce 1943, nebo
preprava fecké kralovské rodiny z Kréty do Egypta v kvétnu
1941.

Bombay slouzil zejména na stiednim vychodé u 216 Sqn. az
do Cervna 1943. Pouzivany byly i u No.1 Australian
Ambulance Unit, RAAF jesté vroce 1944.

Celkem bylo vyrobeno 50 kus(.

Technicka data:

Rozpéti (m) 29,2
Délka (m) 21,1
Vyska (m) 6,1
Max. rychlost (km/hod) 300
Dolet (km) 4000
Dostup (m) 6650
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A brief history of the Bristol Bombay Mk. |

The Bristol Bombay is a special category of aircraft because
of its intended use as transport aircraft/bomber. It was
developed as a transport aircraft that was capable of carrying 2
cargo of bombs. This category of aircraft was mainly used in the
colonies of the British Empire where there was no threat of anti-
aircraft defence.

The British Air Ministry assigned a C.26/31 Specification 1o
this type of plane in 1931. The Bristol Aeroplane Company
provided a Type 130 project, the Bristol 130 being a high-wing
aircraft with all-metal construction and a fixed undercarriage. i
had an upright twin-tail and the spacious fuselage could hold up
to 24 soldie s e variability of the space meant it could also be
used to ticnsport wounded men on stretchers or as a cargo
plane for >nzre parts etc. The front and rear parts of the fuselage
had a alassed-in gun turret with a single Lewis 7.7 mm machine
gun.

e prototype first flew on 23" June 1935 from the airfield at
Fior. Tests showed certain shortcomings, which led to changes
being made before the aircraft was mass produced. This mainly
“ volved a change tothe nose-end gun turret, the replacement of
the two-bladed propeller with a tree-bladed propeller and the
use of more powerful 772 kW Bristol Pegasus XXl engines (as
opposed tothe original 559 kW Bristol Pegasus IlI engine).

Other changes were made to the upright tail and the whese!
spats, the metal undercarriage covers, were removed. The crew
consisted of three men — apilot, an operatorand a navigator.
Batch production got underway in March 1939, with 80
aircraft having been ordered under new contract 47/36 from
1936. The aircraft was given the battle name of Bombay. The
first planes were delivered to No. 216 Squadron RAF in Egypt. 2
lone Bombay bombed Tobruk, which was occupied by Iltalian
soldiers, on 15" June 1940, some 5 days after italy declared war
on Great Britain. The Bombay was able to carry up to 908 kg of
250-pound bombs (113.4 kg) in eight racks on e
undercarriage. These sorties were sporadic. however, mostl;%
night and with meagre effect. Mostly they were used to carry the
wounded, paratroopers, supplies and Spare parts. Worthy of
note is the transportation of 6,000 wounded soldiers from Sicily
toltaly, a feat man?ged in 1943 by a single crew over 200 flights
ortransportation of the Greek royal fami n
May 16 21 ~ yalfamily from Crete to Egypt in
The Bombay mainly served in the Middle
Squadron until June 1943. It was also used bsﬁot ?tl-\s‘sczraﬁgﬁ
Ambulance Unit, RAAF, until 1944. '
Fifty aircraft were made intotal.

Technical Data:

Span (ft) 95,75
Length (ft) 69,25
Height (ft) 16,50
Topspeed (mph) 186
Range (mls) 2500
Ceiling (ft) 21800
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