FRO18 1/72

scale

GB Vrck.ers/CASAkType 245 Spanish Vildebeest

I_l';; ?;&gﬁno?gl:ti I:)jinthe}:;ickers Vildebeest torpedo-bomber occurrad (n Aprl 1028, Spain ordared 27 sloraft but specified the
and started assembl e Hispano-Suiza V-12 in place of the ariginal Bristol radial engine. G.A 8 /. 2bla'f=d » oroduction licence
sstmoad at Getafe in 1932, but only began deliveries of the first planes bnmaa. 211 plan e In jo'a ware built under
cence and two, including the prototype G-ABGE, were bought assembled from the U K. Thase \ick ars ase mbled planes were
given the last serial numbers of T-26 and T-27.
The Vildebeests were sentto San Javier (Murcia) shortly before the civil war bagan, but at the e way iseked machine guns and
?ﬁfeﬂ_"a’ weapons-related equipment like bomb-sights and bomb- racks. All Vildebersts remanied inder Republican control
ollowing the outbreak of civil war in July 1936. During the first manths of the war they wers emyloyad it vombars despite theirlack
of bombing equipment, due to which a third crew member manually despatched the bambs vvough » panel under the pilat's seat!
Vildebeests were moved to Manises (Valencia) to support the Aragon front by bombing Teruer whilst operating from EI Prat,
Sarinena and Lerida. Some planes also fought in Andalusia, where one was downad by Joaehim Garcla Morato on 8th August ,
1936. In all seven Vildebeests were lost after one and a half months of front-line opsrauang,
Atthe end of 1936 the surviving Vildebeests underwent repairs at San Javier £ nd Los Alekcares, where (hay ware af last fitted with
bomb-sights and racks. They were allocated to Grupo 73 for coaste! defe:ce Juties uni! Yae war's end, belng distributed over
various airfields on Spain's East coast. Only two Vildebeests survived ta alvii wai, these wore T-23 on Los Alcazares and T-17in
Barcelona, the latter in floatplane configuration. Despite being designes 4 tarpedo camber there are no accounts a Vildebeast
torpedoing a vessel during the civil war.
Camouflage and markings: The Spanish Vildebeests were initially painted i an:minium, with the four roundels in the usual
locations on the wings. The rudder was painted with three aqual horlzamal band’s running Ing 1o bottom of red, yellow and mauve.
This was superimposed with an anchor and the crown, symbolising the Aervaardoa Naval. The Individual alroraft sorial numbers
were painted on the fin and preceded by the letter T followed hy a hyphen (.g. T-22). The serfal number was also painted on both
sides of the fuselage. The squadron insignia was painted on *hv nose. Fetawing the outbreak of civil war red bands are added on
top of the upperwing and bottom of the lower wing, and arouna the fuseluya (although there were many variations across different
aircraft and units). The surviving planes sent to Grupo 73 were samouflaged with green and brown blotches on top of the wings
and fuselage. One plane was marked with a standardiss< repuniionn sode of BR-60.
Specifications: wingspan 14,93 m, length 11,22 m, wina surfacs 87,5 m2, total weight 3.850 Kg, maximum speed 225 km/h,
ceiling 5.800 m, range 1.200 Km. Crew: twr or semzuinas threa, WegLons: one fixad machine gun on fuselage starboard side,
one machine gun (sometimes two) on Scarfiving . 4 x 70 kguotbs, 4 <17 kg Vickars depth charges . Engine: one In-line Hispano-

Suiza 12Lbrrating 600 Cv driving a wooden two bladed airscrew,
Reference: Avions n® 23, 24 -Aviones en la Guerra Civi Fezariola 1936-1930 - 1" Aviation Républicaine Espagnole

F

Le prototype du bombarbier-torpllieur Vicke:s Vilde!ye est vole pour la premiére fols en avrll 1928, Aprés Installation d'un moteur
en ligne Hispano-Suiza, I'Espagne pacse commanta de 27 apparells dont 26 doivent étr construits sous licence par C.AS.A,
La construction débute & Getafe e *552. maisios premiers appareils ne sont lividn qu'en 1935, Les T-27 (qui estle prototype du

Vildebeest) et T-26 sont fournis par les Britanr lques.
Les Vi!debgést,'immatriculéa T-g a T-27, sor tunvoyés sur la base de San Javier (Murcle), mals lls ne possédent encore ni lance-
bombes, ni viseur, ni armement. En juitlet 29756, le souldvement échoue A San Javier, et les Vildebeest demeurent donc tous en

[ R [ s les sramiers temps, ils opérent avac un trolsiéma maembre d'équipage qui lance los bombes
possession dela République Dunsles s ¥ basés & Manises (Valence) puls soutiennent le front d'Aragon & partic

- u inf yseiage. Des Vildebeest sont ; .
ﬁf’é.“.;',gf '},’;??n‘;mﬂ?gff;:fﬁnfmmam sur Teruel. Plusieuts apparells sont anvoyés dans le Sud ot I'un est abattu par las
franquiste Joachim Garoia Morato, le 8 aot. Enun mois et demi de combats an pramiére ligne, sept Vildebeest sont abattus par
lennemi. : ¥ i

- : Jivants sont réparés a San Javier et Los Alcazaras, o il sont enfin équipés d'un viseur at de lance-
g:an"::;fi ',§§?n‘§m;?;’{e ;? oupe 73 I(.1‘;)!:11!'1'04'153 des Cotes jusqu'a la la fin de la guerre civile et sont éparpillés sur différents
aérodromes. Seuls deux surviventau 1eravril 1939, le T-23 a: os Alcazares et le T-17, toujours gréé en hydravion, [ln'y a pas

' e ne pendant les hostilités
g:féﬁﬁf oo i‘n‘ifg‘,?é’é'-"-f;“.ﬂ?ﬁ%ﬂ";ﬂt aspagnols sont initialement fout alu, aveo les quatre cocardes aux emplacaments
o QL Skl u rs rouge jaune mauve sont peintes horllomltmontllur I gouvernall, ou figurent également | ancre at
el L8 O e de | Aeronautica Naval. Le numéro individuel de Fapparell eet peint, eur la dérive. || est |
O O Terie de T - sur le8 deux flancs du fuselage, L'smbiéme da lescactile edi peint & Tevery LU, faees
début des hgsﬁ,&és des bandes rouges sont ajoutées autour du fuselage, sous [alle inférieure et sur laile supérieure (avee de
coout das foalliés, Cos iorde passaoe su Groupe T3, Jes apparaLs ROV 7 163 urihoes Supireuren e 1ieaiios 806
taches trréguﬁéreismarr'oﬁetvm. Un apparell a reguun code républicain homaiied m'?gu itesse maximum 225 ki,
Spécifications: envergure 14,93 mk_lonawur 1;“ tzﬁ nn; r:mu:t::‘r;. ld‘!:;:tr‘ngmuaﬁm .lgl; :n' mmrh & g

| vie 1.200 Km, Armement. ; s :
Gy e e oo T a4 chargedda profondut o 7 Mlorkairs e o 1 188
Suiza 12Lbr de 600 Cv actionnant une hélice bipale en bols.
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7 sur le terrain de Sarifiena ol il opérait sur The T5 auri
: ihena airfieldl. This aircartt operated
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ce 180 O LosIas » il est peint
o ef arbore limmairiculation BR-60.
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