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1/48 Armstrong-Whitworth F.K.8

Instruction for Standard Version K1029, K1030, K1031

The Armstrong Whitworth FK.8 wuas a 2nlish WW1 two seater
reconnaissance and bomber aircraft used by the Roval Flying Corps.

It was sturdy and dependable, designari by Dutch designer Frederick
Koolhoven and intended as a replecement for the Royal Aircraft
Factory's BE.2c and Armstrong Whitwortit's ezriier F.K. 3.

Around 1700 F.K.8 aircraft were produced, and it served on the
Western Front and other theatres where it was useful for
aeconnaissance, artillery spotting, grouid attack and also bombing
uties.

Despite its popularity with the men who flew it, the F.K.8 was unfairly
overshadowed by the better known R.E.& and today is one of the lesser
known British two scatars of WAV L.

Known affectionately tc airmen zs the “Big Ack”, the F.K. 8 type first
flew in 1916 and was daveiaped ;n various stages. It was powered by a
120 hp Beardr.iore engine and reatured a box-like oleo with skid shock
absorber undercarriage @nd two A-shaped radiators straddling both
sides of the fuselaqe and raceting as an inverted V near the top wing.

The F.K.8's standard ari-ament featured a Lewis gun on a Scarff ring
for the obsen er and a fixed forward firing .303 Vickers machine gun for
the pi'ot. The first ... 8's went to France in January 1917 equipping 35
Squadren RiC. It served with five squadrons on the Western Front and
also saw service ir the Middle East as well as Home Defence duties in
Britain. The last squadron to use the F.K.8 was 150 Squadron which
was diskanded i1 1919. Two Victoria Crosses were won by F.K. 8 pilots.

At ihe war's end eight F.K.8 aircraft were registered for civil use, with

two of them used in Australia as part of the early fleet of the
Queensland and Northern Territory Aerial Services which later became

the airline Qantas.
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Symbols Reference
4 Ccolour No Glue
gys:noacrylate Bend
Other side D Binty Besal
@ Cut/Remove & Attention
B Subassembly & Option
Drill

Marking
options
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(| Colours and markings Early version

(D | Armstrong W_hitwerth F.1{.5 A2725, Newcastle, February 1917, before going to
Aircraft Repair Depot at Farnborough for tests with a 140-hp RAF 4a engine
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(1 Colours and markings Mid. version

@ Armstrong Whitworth F.K.8 B5773 No.2 Sqn RFC, 21t. Alan A.McLeod wo
the Victoria Cross flying this aeroplane on 27 March 1918




" 1 Colours and markings Late version

@ Armstrong Whitworth F.K.8 C8602 No.8 Sqn RAF, Capt. West
won the Victoria Cross flying this machine on 10 August 1918




