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British submarines HIMS Meteorite
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Ha nouatky 1930-x pokis lensMyT Banstep CTBOPMB NPOEKT HEBENWKOIO LWBUAKICHOrO MiBOAHOIO
JosHa, TypbiHa sikoro npawosana Ha neprigponio (nepekucy BoaHo B cTabinkHin chopmi). ¥ 1939 BiH
YKIas KOHTPEKT Ha cropyay eKcnepvMeHTansHoro nigsoaHoro YosHa, 80-tu TonHoro V-80, wsuakicts
sKoro cknana 28.1 sysna 8 nigBoAHOMY NONoXeHHi, nia Yac eunpobyeans B8 1940 poui. B nucTonaai
1940 poky aamipanu Epix Pefep | BepHep ®ykc (rnaea KoHeTpykTopcbkoro Biopo Kpurcmapute)
cnocTepiranu 3a sunpobysanHamu M1 V-80. Peaep Gys BpaxeHuni nobaueHnm, ane Oykc He nocniwas
AATW CXBaNEeHHA Ha NoAankLLi BUNPOGYBaHHS.

Micns yeniwrwx Bunpobysans V-80 B ciuxi 1942 poKy BaﬂbTep 3B'A3aBcs 3 agmipanom Kapnom
Aeniuem, axkui noctasmscs Ao inen Banstepa 3 eHTy3iaaMom | nonpocue, Wwob noaibHi ninsoaHi YosHKW
Bynu cTeopeHi akHaickopiwe. MNepuie 3amosnenHs Ha cnopyay 4-x nigsogHux yoexis Tuny XVIIA 3
AsuryHom Banstepa bys yknageHuia snitky 1942 poky.

MigsoaHi 4osHK U-792 i U-793 no npoekty «Wa 201» 6ynu nobGyaosaHi cipmoio Blohm & Voss i
BKINKOYEHI 40 cknagy tbrioty B x08THI 1943 poky. Lli YoBHW possuBanu weuakicte go 20.25 syana nig
BoAot. [1Ba iHwwi nigsoaHi Yosru, U-794 | U-795, 3a npoexkTom «Wk 222», Bynu nobyaoBai Ha
cygHoeepdi Germaniawerft i BknoYeHi [0 cknany hnoTy B KBiTHI 944 poky.

B Bepeani 1944 poky nigeogHmi vosex U-793 3 agmipanom Keon LeHiy Ha 6opTy po3suHys
WweuakicTs B 22 Byanu npu pyci nig soaoto. A B 4eperi 1944 poky U-792 poasuHyB WBKMaKiCTs B 25
BYyanis.

Mpote, niasoaHi YosHu TNy XVIIA Manu pag mexaHivyHne Agabnem, HU3bKy edeKkTusHICTs, Bynu
BaXKi B ynpasniHHi Ha BeNwKif LWBWAKOCTI, @ NpK 3aHyperdi Ba rmubury BTpavyani YacTuHy CBOE|
MOTYXHOCTI.

Anomipan ®yKkc CTBepAXYyBaB, L0 BNPOBaMKEHHA HORLID TUNY NIABOAHWX YOBHIB NepeluKomxaTume
BUPOBHULTBY iHLWMX Kopabnis, ane agmipan [eHiu =saxkeaa iHakwe, i 4 civHa 1943 KpurcmapuHe
3amMosuno 24 nigeoaHi 4osHK Tuny XVII.

ByaisHvUTBO GoitoBux NiABOAHMX YOBHIB TRV VI (un XVIIB) Byno poanovato kopabnebyaisHol
tipmoto Blohm & Voss 8 Mambypai. M tuny XMi2- Ha sigminy Big Tuny XVIIA, manu BCboro ouH
asuryH Banerepa. MNovatkose 3amosnerHst 0/nc Ha ByaisHnuTBO 12-T1 NigBOAHUX YoBHIB THNY XVIIB
(U-1405..U-1416), ane Blohm & Voss exe Maviin 3aMoBneHHs Ha ByaiBHMUTEO NigBOAHWX YOBHIB TUNY
XX i Hacuny cnpasnanues 3 UuM 3amoBNaHHAM, 3 UIET NPUYMHM NOYATKOBE 3aMOBMNEHHS CKOPOTUIU
0o 6-T1 YoBHiIB.

Tpw nigsogHi yosHu Tuny XVIIB Bynu cnyLieHi Ha soay sepd'to «Blohm & Voss» mix 1943 | 1944
pokamu: U-1405, U-1406 | U-1407. Le tpu ninsoani 4osHy (U-1408..U-1410) Byaysanucs, ane He
Oynu 3akiHyeHi 0o kinus Opyroi ceiToBo| BiAHW.

Bci 3 noBynosaHi ninsoaHi YoBHW BN 3HWLLEHI IX eKinaxamu HanpukiHui siiHik: U-1405 y
dnercbypre, U-1406 i U-1407 & KykexadeHe, Bci B Bputancokin okynauiHin 3oHi. Hepobyaosani
niasoaHi 4osHW U-1408 i U-1410 Bynu puasneHi BputaHcbkumi Bicbkamu B MaMBypai Ha sepdi
Blohm & Voss.

Koponisckkuia BicbkoBo-mopcbkui cinot Bennkobpurtanii sigHoBMB niasoaxmn Hosex U-1407 i
3apaxysas Woro go csoro cknagy 25 sepecHa 1945 nig im'sm «HMS Meteorite». Y 1946p. Meteoput
npoBsBi cepito BunpobysaHb nig kepisHMuTsoM Banstepa i 3 HimeubKo komaHgo 3 Germaniawertft,
Kink. BunpobysaHHsa BUKNWUKaNW 3Ha4HWK iIHTEPEC B AKOCTI anbTepHaTusK saepHin eHepreTulli i
AamipanTeilcTeo poaMiCTUNO 3aMOBIeHHA Ha [ABa BEMNUKUX YOBHA Ha OCHOBI HiMeLbKoro Tuny XXVI, -
«HMS Explorer» i «HMS Excalibur».

USED SYMBOLS / BUKOPUCTOBYBAHI CUMBOMKA |

stages of assambly A1 number pars 1 \ apply decals to paint detach with knife |
nocnigoBkicTe 3Gopku Homep geran HaHecT gexani thapByaati BIOOKPEMWTH HOMEM |1
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glue Y optional make a hole @' pull out of sprue 2 quantity of operations (parts) |
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ﬂ‘ he Type XVII U-boats were small coastal submarines which used Hellmuth Walter's high test peroxidh
propulsion system, which offered a combination of air-independent propulsion and high submerged
speeds.

In the early 1930s Hellmuth Walter had designed a small, high-speed submarine with a streamlined form
propelled by high test peroxide and in 1939 he was awarded a contract to build an experimental vessel,
the 80 ton V-80, which achieved an underwater speed of 28.1 kn (52.0 km/h; 32.3 mph) during trials in
1940. In November 1940 Admirals Erich Raeder and Werner Fuchs (head of the Kriegsmarine's
Construction Office) witnessed a demonstration of the V-80; Raeder was impressed, but Fuchs was slow
to approve further tests.

Following the success of the V-80's trials, Walter contacted Karl Donitz in January 1942, who
enthusiastically embraced the idea and requested that these submarines be developed as quickly as
possible. An initial order was placed in summer 1942 for four Type XVIIA development submarines.

Of these, U-792 and U-793, designated \Wa 201, were built by Blohm & Voss, commissioned in October
1943, and achieved 20.25 kn (37.50 km/h; 23.30 mph) submerged. The other pair of Type XVIIA
submarines, U-794 and U-795, designated Wk 202, were constructed by Germaniawerft and
commissioned in April 1944,

The U-793 achieved a submerged speed of 22 kn (41 km/h; 25 mph) in March 1944 with Admiral Dénitz
aboard. In June 1944 the U-792 achieved 25 kn (46 km/h; 29 mph) over a measured mile. _

Construction of operational Type XVII submarines - the Type XVIIB - was begun at the Blohm & Voss
yard in Hamburg. The Type XVIIB, unlike the XVIIA, had only a single turbine. The initial order was for 12
submarines, U-1405 through U-1416. However, Blohm & Voss were already struggling to cope with orders
for Type XXI submarines and the Kriegsmarine reduced the order to six.

Three Type XVIIB boats were completed by Blohm & Voss of Hamburg between 1943 and 1944: U-1405,
U-1406 and U-1407. U-1405 was completed in December 1944, /- 1406 in February 1945, and U-1407 in
March 1945.

A further three boats (U-1408 to U-1410) were under constructicn, but were not complete when the war
?&ded. Another six Type XVIIB's (U-1411 to U-1416) were can< elled during the war in favour of the Type

I

All three completed Type XVIIB boats were scuttled hy their crews at the end of the Second World War,
U-1405 at Flensburg, and U-1406 and U-1407 at Cuxhsven, all in the British Zone of Occupation.

U-1407 was salvaged in June 1945, and transporied to Barrow-in-Furness, where she was refitted by
Vickers with a new and complete set of machinery =20 captured in Germany, under the supervision of
Professor Hellmuth Walter. Because she wag iriiendec to be used solely for trials and possibly as a high-
speed anti-submarine target, her torpedo tubzc weie removed.[3] She was commissioned into the Royal
Navy on 25 September 1945 and renamea 1M$ Meteorite.

During 1946 Meteorite carried out a seri¢s .t trials under the guidance of Walter and his original team
from Germaniawerft, Kiel. The trials raisea considerable interest in the possibility of HTP as an alternative
to nuclear power as air-independent piopuision and the Admiralty placed an order for two larger

experimental Walter boats based on the Serman Type XXVI, HMS Explorer and HMS Excalibur, to be
followed by an operational class of 12 boats.
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