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SCALE 1:72 Italian midget submarine

MinsogHi HOBHM Gynm cnpoekToBaHi Ta nobynoeaHi Caproni. YoseH maBs HaaBoAHY BOAOTOHHANHICTE
35,4 TOHHM | NIABOAHY BOAOTOHHAXHICTL 44,3 TOHHU. Bonn Manu aoxuHy 15 MeTpie, LMPVHY 3 METPH
Ta ocaaky 2,05 metpa. Cunosa ycTaHOBKA CKNaaanacs 3 0AHOrO AM3eNbHOO asviryHa Isotta Fraschini 1@
oAHOro enexTpoasuryHa Brown Boveri. KoxeH yosen 6ys 036pOEHMI ABOMA BCTaHOBNEHVMN 308HI 450-
MiniMeTPOBMMM TOPNEAAMM, KOXHY TPyGy MoxHa Gyno nepesasaHTaxyBaTh, HE BUAMAIOYM Cy/aHD 3 BOZM.
Asi Topneay Takox MOXHa Gyno 3amiHUTV ABOMa MiHaMn. YoBEH MaB ekinax 3 YOTUPLOX OCi6. CIMEETAT |
ABa YOBHK Bynu 3aMOBNEHI, ane nuwe 22 Gynu 3aknaaeHi. [lpaHaauUATb YOBHIB Gynu 3akiHueHi B0
iTanifcbKkoro r!epeMMp'sl I AeB'ATb nicns. Mepwi wicTs YoBHiB, 3akiHueHux y 1941 poui, Gynu
nepenpasneHi B ‘-lopme: MOpe 3ani3HuLeIo NiCNs Toro, Ak HauucTebka HiMeyunHa ssepHynacs 3a
nigrpumkoto BMC Itanii Ha CxiaHomy dpoHTi. Bonm Bupywmnm 25 keiths 1942 poky i Aocsrmm
pymyHcbkoro nopty KoHcTaHua 2 TpaBHsi. Bouu cpopmysanm 1-it Squadriglia Sommergibili CB nig
3aranbHUM KoMaHayeaHHAM Opaxuecko MimBenni. CB-5 Gye noTon; sxuii nig AnToio B yepsxi 1942 poky
pagaHCcbKOI0 aBiauieio abo TopneaHuM katepom. 26 cepnHsa 1943 oot/ /:6-4 Topneayeas i NOToNMS
pagasHCbKWiA NiaBoaHWIA YoseH Tuny «Llyka» LL-203. Micns nepemkp's mix colosHukamu Ta iranien y
BepecHi 1943 poky n'ATb YOPHOMOPCLKMX NIABOAHMX YoBHIB (CB-1. £'8-2, CB-3, CB4 i CB-6) Gynw
nepenaxi Koponiscekomy oty PymyHil. Yci Bonu Gynu sarenneri B YopHomy Mopi B ceprini 1944p.
dpyra eckagpa (CB-7, CB-8, CB-9, CB-10, CB-11, CB-12) {vna ~topmoBaHa HE33[10B0 A0 NEPEMMD'R,
y cepnHi 1943 poky. Yci BoHW, kpiMm CB-7 (nisHille pazody anore Ha 3an4acTuHuv), nepeiunm Ao
coto3uukis. CB-13, CB-14, CB-15 i CB-16 6ynu 3axonneti Himiiamu, ane Bci, kpim CB-16, bynm sHmuesi
NOBITPAHMMM aTakamu COKO3HMKIB. CB-16 6yB npunucann't oo 1u-i prommaii HauionansHoro pecnybnikaHCLROTO
¢nory, gnoty Iraniiicbkoi CouianbHoi Pecny6niku, ane ¥are Kinaw 36yHTyBaBCA | 34aB 4oBeH GpuTaHuam.
OcraHHA YKOMNIEKTOBaHA ecKaApa BUKOHYBaNA NATP', ~uHI s034aHHA Ta BUCaAXyBana AveepcaHTis. CB-17 bys
3aTONAIEHWI N4 Yac NOBITPAHOI aTaku, CB-18 ByB 3oL 4uK Ti BAacHUM eKinaxem, CB-19 6ys nepeaanmin
coto3uukam, CB-20 6yB 3axonneHmit Iorocnasc’ ¥l v NapTudaHamm, CB-21 6yB BuNaaxoBO NpoTapaHerwii
HIMELbKMM AeCaHTHUM Kopabnem i CB-22 by aho S=/onNeHuni Nia 4ac NOBITPAHOT aTaku.

The submarines were designed anu cuilt by Caproni. They were used as coastal defence units, being a
significant improvement of the previous CA class. Each unit had a surfaced displacement of 35.4 tons
and a submerged displacement of 44.3 tons. They measured 15 metres in length, had a beam of 3
metres and a draught of 2.05 metres. Power plant consisted of one Isotta Fraschini diesel engine and
one Brown Boveri electric motor, both generating a total of 130 hp powering a single shatt, resulting in a
surfaced top speed of 13.9 km/h; and a submerged top speed of 13 km/h. Each boat was armed with
two externally-mounted 450-millimetre torpedoes, each tube could be reloaded without removing the
vessel from water. The two torpedoes could also be replaced by two mines. Each boat had a crew of
four.

Seventy-two boats were ordered from Caproni in Milan, but only 22 were laid down. Twelve boats were
completed before the Italian Armistice and nine afterwards.

The first six boats, completed in 1941, were transferred to the Black Sea by rail, after Nazi
asked for Italian naval support on the Eastern Front. They departed on 25 April 1942 and reached the
Romanian port of Constanta on 2 May. They formed the 1st Squadriglia Sommergibili CB, under the
overall command of Francesco Mimbelli. They fought against the Soviet Black Sea Fleet, CB-5 being
sunk at Yalta in June 1942, either by Soviet aircraft or by a torpedo boat. On 26 August 1943, CB-4
torpedoed and sank the Soviet Shchuka-class submarine Shch-203. 2 ;

After the Allied armistice with ltaly in September 1943, the five Black Sea submarines (CB-1, CB-2, CB-
3, CB-4 and CB-6) were transferred to the Royal Romanian Navy. They were all scuttled in the Black Sea
in August 1944, after King Michael's Coup.
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