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AF-2W Guardian ,Submarine Hunter”
Historie cz
V padesatych letech minulého stoleti operovaly z letadlovych lodi US Navy dvojice protiponorkovych letount AF-
2 Guardian. Zatimco AF-2W nesl pod trupem objemny vyhledavaci radar APS-20. 2ruha verze AF-2S nesla v
pumovnici a pod kiidlem protiponorkovou Utoénou vyzbroj (protiponorkova torp/:cia, hivhinné pumy ¢i rakety,
utony radar).
Vyvoj Guardianu byl zahdjen jiZ za druhé svétové valky, ovSem plavodné LIS Navy nmnzadovalo torpédovy
bombardér. U firmy Grumman dostal tento projekt oznaceni G-70 a namon.icvo jei znatilo jako XTB3F-1.
XTB3F-1 mél mit kombinovany pohon, v pfidi umistény hvézdicovy moto: P&W R-2200 mél pohanét &tyflistou
vrtuli, v ocasni ¢asti mél byt instalovan proudovy motor Westinghouse 19x8. Proiiclovy motor byl vymontovan
jesté pred prvnim letem. K tomu doSlo 19.prosince 1945.
24. prosince 1945 vSak US Navy zménilo své poZadavky a pozadovzlo piestavbu na protiponorkovy letoun ve
dvou vySe zminénych verzich.
Prototyp “Hunteru”, jak byla nazyvana verze AF-2W,vzlétl ooprvs v listupodu 1948, prototyp “Killeru” v lednu
nasledujiciho roku. V roce 1950 byly prvni AF-2 obou verz) zafazeny do vyzbroje US NAVY. Pozdéji je doplnila
verze AF-3S. Ta odpovidala verzi AF-2S, ale nesla navic detr.xrarihagn@.ckych anomalii.
AF-2 operovaly jak z letadlovych lodi, tak pozemnich zékaden. b3hem Korejské valky zajiStovaly ochranu
letadlovych lodi US Navy v bojovych oblastech. Z prvni linic ovly s'zzeny v roce 1955, ale u zaloZnich jednotek
slouzily aZz do roku 1957.
Guardiany se staly prvnimi specializovanymi protip.norkovymi stroji US Navy operujicimi z letadlovych lodi .
Zaroven drzi primat nejvétsSich jednomotorovymi stroju s pisicvym motorem v fadové sluzbé, které kdy z palub
lodi US Navy operovaly.

History GB
During the 1950s, AF-2 Guardian anti suhimarine aicrah were operating from the decks of US Navy aircraft
carriers in Hunter Killer pairs. These pairs consictern of the AF-2W version, which performed the "Hunter' role
using its volumous fuselage mo.ntes Ar 20 se=.ch and early warning radar to locate submarines while the
second aircraft of the pair was the Ai-2S which was the “Killer' and carried offensive anti-submarine weapons
such as torpedoes, depth charges or rackets i the bomb bay and under the wings. The latter also had a small
radar attached to the wing.

Development of the Guardian tegan Jduring the Second World War although the original request from the US
Navy had been for a torpedo-bamber. A: Grumman, this project was known under G-70 designation while the
Navy recognized it as XTP3F ana this new aircraft was to have combined powerplants with a P&W R-2800 radial
engine driving a four-b!<cied propeller in the nose and a Westinghouse 19XB jet engine mounted in the tail
section. The Westinghotise jet engine was later removed from the specification however before the maiden flight
of the prototype which took nla<e on the 19th December 1945. By this time the torpedo bomber role had become
outmoded and therefore the US Navy changed its requirements for the new aircraft.

On the 24th December 1945 Grumman was asked to re configure the aircraft for the anti-submarine role but
because the current AP-20 search radar was too big for a single engined aircraft to carry alongside a weapon load
this woud require two seperate versions which would fly together, one carrying radar and the other carrying
weapons. The result of this were the AF-2W and AF-2S. The prototype AF-2W (which was the radar equipped
Hunter version) first flew during November 1948 and the AF-2S (Killer variant) performed its first flight in January
1949. The type also received the name "Guardian'.

The first Guardians entered service with the US Navy in 1950 in their Hunter Killer pairs and were later joined

by the improved AF-3S version which was almost identical to AF-2S but had a MAD (Magnetic Anomaly Detector)
added. AF-2 and 3 Guardians flew from carriers and from land bases and during the Korean War they were
responsible for protecting the US Fleetin the combat areas.
Although the type was removed from front line service during 1955 it continued in service with units of the the US
Naval Reserve until 1957 and the Guardian was the first custom built specialized anti-sub aircraft to fly from US
Navy carriers. It also holds the record for being the largest single engined piston engined aircraft to be flown
from the decks of the US Navy.
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CAM. A AF-2W Guardian “Hunter”, 15/BS, Bu.No. 124809, VS-21, USS Bairoko, 1954.
AF-2W Guardian “Hunter”, 15/BS, Bu.No. 124809, VS-21, USS Bairoko, 1954.
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CAM. B AF-2W Guardian “Hunter”, 10/SK, Bu.No. 124811, VS-25 USS Badoeng Strait, 1951.
AF-2W Guardian “Hunter”, 10/SK, Bu.No. 124811, VS-25 USS Badoeng Strait, 1951.
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