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FH-1 Phantom "MARINES FIRST JET"

Historie 1/72

Prvni proudovy letoun US NAVY operujici z palub letadlovych lodi a prvni proudovy letoun US MARINES v historii, to ve se slucuje v jediném
typu stihaciho letounu. Stroji firmy Mc Donnell dostal oznac¢eni FH-1 a bojové jméno Phantom. To dostala, s ¢islovkou Il, pozdéji jina stihacka,
Jjejiz slava pavodni Phantom, i pfes jeho historicky vyznam zcela zastinila. Firma Mc Donnell vznikla v roce 1939, svou prvni zakézku, vyrobu
komponenttu pro jiné vyrobce dostala vroce 1940. Béhem druhé svétové valky se firma vénovala licenéni vyrobé. Sestavila ale konstrukéni tym
vedeny ambiciéznim Kendallem Perkinsem. Ten béhem let 1941 aZ 44 pracoval na supervykonné stihacce XP-67 Bat. Ta zustala v protolypu
diky nevyzralym motorim. Je$té vdobé praci na XP-67, viednu 1943, byl konstrukéni tym povéren novou praci. US NAVY objednalo
konstrukci proudové stithacky. Ta dostala plivodné oznaceni FD-1, pozdéji zménéné v roce 1947 na FH-1 (v systému oznacovani US NAVY
pismeno D oznacovalo firmu Douglas). Tym vedeny K. Perkinsem navrhl celokovovy jednoplo$nik s pfimym kfidlem. Motory dodala firma
Westinghouse. VVzhledem k nevyjasnénosti koncepce se plivodné uvaZovalo o osmi motorech. Nakonec bylo vybrano feSeni se dvéma motory
u trupu. Vyzbroj tvofilo Sest kulometl raZze 12,7 mm v pridi. Novy stroj dostal bojové jméno Phantom. Plivodni motory Model 19 nedéavaly
dostatecény vykon a byly poruchové. S jednim s téchto motorti zahajil prototyp XFD-1 pojezdové zkousky. Nahodny vzlet pii pojizdéni 26. ledna
1945 je povaZovan za prvni let Phantomu. Testy prvniho prototypu probihaly do 1. listopadu 1945, kdy havaroval a pilot W. Burke zahynul. Pro
firmu to bylo téZké obdobi. Plivodni objednavka na 100 ks byla s koncem valky snizena na 30 ks. Nakonec byla ale zvednuta na 60 ks. Zkousky
byly dokonéeny s druhym prototypem. Druhy prototyp béhem zkousSek vzlétl a pfistal jako prvni proudovy letoun na letadlové lodi. Sériové
stroje se od prototypu odlisovaly hranatym zakonéenim svislé ocasni plochy, jednodussim provedenim &elniho Stitku kabiny, zvétSenymi
nadrzemi a moznosti podvésit pridavnou nadrz pod trup. Prvni sériove stroje, preznacené na FH-1 dostala jednotka VF-17A. Ta se tak stala
prvni proudovou jednotkou US NAVY. Po preznaceni na VVF-171 ale brzy své Phantomy vyménila za modernéjsi Banshee. Druhou skupinou
vyzbrojenou Phantomy se stala VF-172. Prvni jednotkou US MARINES VFM-122, vedenou esem M. E. Carlem dostala své FH-1 na podzim
1947. U této skupiny vznikla jedna z akrobatickych skupin létajicich na Phantomech, pojmenovana Marine Phantoms. Dal$i vznikla v Naval Air
Test Center v Patuxent River. Ta nesla jméno Grey Angels, ale Fikalo se ji také skupina admiralt. Tvorili ji totiZ kontraadmiralové D. Galler, E.A.
Cruise a A. Soucek. Phantomy vydrZely v prvni linii pomérné kratce. Byly pfesunuty k zaloZnim jednotkam Naval Air Reserve na riznych NAS
po celych USA. Do roku 1955 byly vyrazeny. Dva stroje a teti jako zdroj nahradnich dilti byiy pouZity vroce 1964.pro vyevik civilnich pilota
proudovych letadel spolecnosti Progressive Aero Inc. .
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Rozpéti: 12,42 m, délka: 11,81 m, max. rychlost: 780 km/h ve vy&ce 4570 m, poéateéni stoupavost-24'm/s,.dostup: 10 515 m, dolet s pi. nadrzi:
1465 km.

History

The first US Navy's jét a.'rcraft tosbe operafed from aircraft carriers and the first jet of the US Marines ever, such could be the description of the
FH-1 airfrarme produced-by McDonnell which was also commonly known as the Phantom, although the same name, just with a number Il added,

would laterbe given to another and much more popular jet whose fame would later eclipse the historic significance of the original Phantom.
McDonnell company was established in 1939, and in 1940 it received its first contract for a production of subassemblies for other producers.
During the Second World War, the company focused mainly on licence production. A McDonnell's own design team, led by ambitious Kendall
Perkins was also set up in this period and between 1941 and 1944, the team worked on a project of a high performance fighter aircraft, the XP-
67 Bal. The engines used power the plane were a complete letdown and the project did not proceed beyond the prototype stage. In January
1943, while still working on the Bat project, the design team was assigned a new job. The US Navy commissioned a jet fighter aircraft to be built
which was to be known as the FD-1, later to be renamed to the FH-1 in 1947 (in US Navy system, the letter D denoted the Douglas company)
The team, led by K.Perkins, put forward a concept of a straight wing monoplane of all-metal construction. The power plants were supplied by
Westinghouse. Originally, before the whole concept of the aircraft became clear enough, as many as eight engines were considered per each
machine. Eventualy, a more conventional design with two powerplants on either side of the fuselage was accepted. The machine was fitted
with six .5 cal machine guns in the nose section and the Phantom military nickname was chosen. The type’s Model 19 powerplants proved fo
lack the necessary performance and were quite unreliable, too. However, the prototype XFD-1 machine begun its taxiing tests fifted with this
type of powerplants, to be more precise it was fitteed with just one engine. On 26 January 1945, an accidental hop occured during taxiing which
was considered the type’s very first take off. The flight tests went on until 1 November 1945 when the plane crashed, killing its pilot, W.Burke. It
was hard times for the company, indeed. The original order calling for 100 examples of the aircraft was cut down fo just 30 airframes by the end
of the war, however, eventually, as many as 60 airframes were requested. The flight tests went on with the second prototype, during these tests
the very first landing and consequent take off from an aircraft carrier occured, making the Phantom the very first naval jet aircraft to achieve this
milestone. The production machines differed from the prototypes by having their tail fins squared off, the wind shield was simplified, fuel tanks
enlarged and a provision for another tank carried under the belly was also made. The very first production airframes, the FH-1, wentto VF-17
unit, making it the first jet aircraft unit of the US Navy. The unit was later re-equipped with the more modern Banshee type and renamed to VF-
171. The second Navy unit to operate the Phantom was VF-172, while the first Marines unit to do so was VFM-122, which, led by ace pilot
Marion E. Carl received their FH-1s during the Autumn of 1947. It was also this unit where the first FH-1 display, or aerobatics group was formed,
named the Marine Phantoms. Another one was established at the Naval Air Test Center at Patuxent River, named the Gray Angels, but was also
unofficially known as the Admirals’ Group as its members were Rear Admirals D.Galler, E.A. Cruise and A.Soucek. The FH-1 Phantom did not
see very long first line service, it was transferred to Naval Air Reserve units at various Naval Air Stations throughout the US rather soon and by
1955, the Phantom had retired from active service. In 1964, two airframes and another one to as a source of spare parts were used to civil jet
pilot training by Progressive Aero Inc. company.

Wingspan: 12.24m, length: 11.81m, top. speed: 780km/h at 4,570m, initial rate of climb: 24m/s, ceiling: 10,515m, range with external fuel tank:
1,465km.
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Cerna / Black H12/C33 Q& Barva platna / Tan H27/C44

(B), Barva pneu / Tire Black H77/C137 Barva kuzZe / Red Brown H17/C29

Bilé / White H1/C1 % Hlinik / Aluminium H8/C8

Cervend / Red H3/C3 % Opaleny kov / Burnt Iron SMo5
OranZova / Orange H14/C59 @% Olivova / Olive Drab H52/C12

Y Zluta / Yellow H4/C4 () Zelend / Green H26 / C66

@é Leskla morska modra / Glossy Sea Blue C365 Chromova zékladni Zluta / Zinc Chromate Yellow €352

C351

@é Interiérova zelena / Interior Green

i

= MOZNOST VOLBY 7 POUZIT KYANOAKRYLATOVE LEPIDLO 7= ZHOTOVIT NOVE REZAT/VRTAT NATRIT

OPTIONAL INSTANT CYANOACRYLATE GLUE /7))| SCRATCH BUILD cuTOFF/DRILL | GSI —@)  coLour
{ | NACH BELIEBEN W | ZYANOAKRYLATKLEBER | FERTIGSTELLEN ENTFERNEN colours code FARBEN
~ OPTION = COLLE CYANOACRYLAT =l ACHEVER DETACHER PEINDRE

SH72335 FH-1 Phantom @



SH72335 FH-1 Phantom @

ASSEMBLY



Step 9

SH72335 FH-1 Phantom @






-1 Phantom @






SH72335 FH-1 Phantom



FH-1 Phantom, BuNo. 111788, 7-LC, US Marines VMF-122, FH-1 Phantom, BuNo. 111788, 7-LC, US Marines VMF122,
Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, 1947-43. Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, 1847-48.
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FH-1 Phantom, BuNo. 111784, [-BC, US Marines VMF-122, Marine
Corps Air Station Cherry Point, 18947-43. Letoun s nejvétsi
pravdépodobnaosti pouzival velitel VIMIF-122 Lt. Col. Marion E. Carl, eso
US. Marines a drzitel svetoveho rychlostniho rekordu 1047, 356
Km/h ze srpna 18947 na letounu D-558-Skystreak. Krytky na pridi byly v
zaékladove barve, béhem sluZby u VIMIF-122 byly pretieny barvou Glossy
Sea Blue.
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FH-1 Phantom, BulNo. 111794, -8C, US Marines VIMF-122, Marine
Corps Air Station Cherry Point, 1947-48. Most likely flown by Lt Col.
Marion E.Carl, CO of VMF-122. Carl, a US Marines ace pilot was also a
holder of the world speed record from August 1947 which he had
achieved by flying a D-558-Skystreak airplane to a top speed of
104 7,356 Kmh. Air outlet fairings on the nose of Carl's FH-1 were left
in the primer, later on while being operated by VIMF-122 were painted in
Glossy Sea Blue.
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FH-1 Phantom, BUNo. 111781, 2-LC, US Marines VMF-122, Marine
Corps Air Station Cherry Point, 1843. Letoun byl vyfotografovan na
zakladneé Marine Corps Air Station El Toro v Kalifornii pfi pripravé na let
zpét na MCAS Cherry Point s T./5gt. Robertem M. Luriem v kabing. R.
M. Lurie zacal letat za druhe svetove valky na F4U, byl ¢lenem
akrobaticke skupiny Marine Jet letajici na Phantormech. Bojoval v Korejl
ave Vietnamu, Do wsluzby odeselvrace 1873 s nalétanymivice nez 17
600 hodinami na vice nez 30 typech letadel. Létal do roku 1996 a
zemrelvzari 2008.
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FH-1 Phantom, BUNo. 111761, 2-LC, US Marines VMF-122, Marine
Corps Air Station Cherry Paint, 19483. This machine was photographed
at Marine Corps Air Station El Toro in California while being preped for a
return flight back to MCAS Cherry Point with T,/5gt. Robert M. Lurie at
the controls. Lurie’s flying career commenced during VWWWIl in the pit of
F4Us, after the war Lurie went on flying FH-1 Phantoms as a member of
the Marine Jet aerobatics and display team and retired in 1973 having
mare than 17,600 flying hours on 30 plus aircraft types under his belt.
He continued flying until 18996 and eventually passed away in
September 2008.
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FH-1 Phantomn, BuNo 1117893, 3-BC, US Marines VMF-122, Marine
Corps Air Station Cherry Point, 1947. Letoun je fotograficky doloZen s
pridavnou nadrzi pod trupem jako jeden z mala Phantomi u bojové
jednotky. Krytky na pridi byly v zakladové barve, behem sluzby u VIMIF-
122 byly pretreny barvou Glossy Sea Blue.
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FH-1 Phantom, BuNo 111783, 3-BC, US Marines VMF-122, Marine
Corps Air Station Cherry Point, 194 7. This machine was one of the very
few ones flying with operational unit which were seen and photographed
being fitted with a belly fuel tank. Nose fairings in primer, during the
service with VMF-122 repainted in Glossy Sea Blue.
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