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In the immediate post-war era, the RAF night fighter squadrons were mostly equipped 'wit: late marks of the propeller-driven
Mosquito fighter aeroplanes. As the international situation deteriorated, the Cold War broke up aad 1. Eastern Bloc of communist
countries led by the Soviet Union was formed, it became suddenly clear that the obsolescen! Mos s es would have to be replaced
by some new, jet powered type. Gloster's designers had already been working on such = tyr.e vapable of all-weather operations
which was later to became the Javelin. The Soviet Union, however, brought the deveicninent of its own nuclear weapon to a
successful end and the necessity of a replacement of the Wooden Wonders tt:us becar1: even more urgent, leading to the
development and production of the all-weather, two seat version of the Meteor jet fqiites. As Gloster's designers were fully
occupied, the development of the new version was transferred to Armstrong Whitworth and the first NF Meteor was in fact created
by merging components of several already existing versions. The first prototyz= of the 'F Mk.11 version first took to the air on 31
May 1950, carrying an Al Mk.10 radar in its nose, a crew of two and with its c2/1ncn armainent moved from the front fuselageintoits
wings. The machine was powered by a pair of Derwent 8 engines. Furth2 NF 11 1x=chines began to leave the production line in
November of the same year, and a total of 307 was finally built, followed by 14 cirframes of tropicalised NF Mk.13 Meteor version,
which differed, obviously, by having an air conditioning system instal’a in the cackpit. The next version was the NF 12 which was
basically identical to the previous one except for its radar equipmer t and more nowerful Derwent 9 turbojets. The nose section of
this version carried a US-built APS-21 radar and the production gav= a total o 100 NF12 airframes. The final version to reach the
production status was the NF 14 which differed from the NF 12 just bv naving a more modern, frame-less, rear-sliding cockpit
hood. Atotal of 100 NF 14s was also built.

The RAF operated all NF version of the Meteor and put them ir.tc the ser/ice with UK-based units as well as in occu pied Germany
and in the Middle East (mainly the NF Mk.13s in the latter Iocatior:)

The NF Mk.14 machines also saw service within the Fai Cast Air Force. The NF 11 airframes became very successful export
commaodity too, being introduced to air forces of Denn.ark, France and Belgium. Some of the ex-RAF NF13 Meteors were sold to
the State of Israel while newly-built machines of tr.2 sume rhack were exported to Israel's enemies, Egypt and Syria. Two NF13s
were bought by France as well as two NF 14s. The N=1.2 versior was introduced just to the RAF where it saw service along with the
NF14s. The all-weather Meteor fighters remained in scrvice until the 60s when they were replaced by more advanced types as
was the Javelin, Hunter or even the Vautou':. Acoupic oi'the 'NF 11s were converted to TT Mk.20 target tugs and 14 NF 14 airframes
were turned into a specialised navigator training NF (T) k.14 version.

Specifications NF Mk.12
Wingspan: 13.10 m, length: 15.22 m, me x speed: 80 km/h, range 1,529 km, ceiling: 13,100 m, armament; 4x 20 mm cannon.
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Po druhé svétové valce byly noén! stinici squadriny RAF vybaveny poslednimi verzemi vrtulovych stihaéek Mosquito. Vzhledem ke zhorseni
mezinarodni situace se zaéatkem Studeri4 valky, po vzniku bloku socialistickych zemi v &ele se Sovétskym svazem se ukézalo, Ze bude nutné
nahradit zastaravajici Mosquita novym praudavym typem. Gloster pracoval na nové stihaéce pro kazdé poéasi, budoucim Javelinu. Kdyz ale
Soveétsky svaz zaved| do vyzbroje atomové zurang, nutnost nahrady Mosquit se stala akutni. To vedio k vyvoji a vyrobé dvoumistnych stihacich
Meteort pro kazdé pocasi. Vzhledem k vytiZzeni konstrukéni kancelafe Glosteru byl vyvoj v ramci koncernu Hawker pfesunut do firmy
Armstrong-Whitworth. Zde byly viastn& zkombinovany dily z jednotlivych variant Meteoru a nova varianta Meteoru byla na svété. Prvni prototyp
verze Meteor NF Mk.11 vzlétl 31. kvétna 1950. Dvoumistny stroj nesl v pfidi radar Al Mk.10, kanénova vyzbroj byla pfesunuta do kfidla. Stroj
pohanély motory Derwent 8. Sériova vyroba se rozebéhla v listopadu téhoz roku a dala 307 kust. Na ni navazalo 14 kusti tropikalizované verze
Meteor NF Mk.13, liSici se instalaci klimatizace do pilotnich prostori. Dali verzi ve vyrobé byla verze Meteor NF Mk.12, shodna s verzi NF
Mk.11 aZ na radar v pfidi a silnéj$i motory Derwent 9. Do pfidé této verze byl montovan americky radarAPS-21. Vyrobeno bylo 100 ks. Posledni
sériovou variantou byl Meteor NF Mk.14. Odpovidal verzi NF Mk.12, ale dostal moderni odsuvny pfekryt kabiny bez ramovani. Také této verze
bylo vyrobeno 100 ks.

VSechny varianty stihacich Meteorti pro kazdé pocasi se dostaly do vyzbroje RAF. Ta je nasadila na domacich zakladnach, v okupovaném
Némecku a na blizkém vychodé (tam hlavné verzi NF Mk.13). Verze NF Mk.14 byla operaéné nasazena i v ramci Far East Air Force. Hlavné
verze Meteor NF Mk.11 se stala Usp&Snych exportnim artiklem. Do vyzbroje ji zavedly letectva Danska, Francie a Belgie. Verze NF Mk.13 byla
prodana po vyfazeni z RAF statu Izrael. Nové vyrobené NF Mk.13 byly prodany protivnikim Izraele, Egyptu a Syrii. Dva kusy koupila Francie,
stejné jako dva kusy NF Mk.14. Verze NF Mk.12 zUstala pouze ve vyzbroji RAF, kde slouzila spole&né s verzi NF Mk.14.

Meteory pro stihani za kazdého pocasi zUstaly ve vyzbroji do Sedesatych let, kdy byl%nahrazeny moderné&jSimi typy Javelin, Hunter & Vautour.
Mala ¢ast Meteori NF Mk.11 byla pfestavéna na verzi pro tahani terét TT Mk.20. Ctrnact kust verze NF Mk. 14 bylo prestavéno na cviéné
letouny pro vycvik navigatort NF (T). Mk.14.

TTDNF Mk.12
Rozpéti: 13,10 m, délka: 15,22 m, max. rychlost: 880 km/h, dolet 1 529 km, dostup: 13 100 m, vyzbroj: 4x kanén raze 20 mm.
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A.W. Meteor NF Mk.11, ENS/KT-S, No.11 Sqn. Belgian Air Force / A.W. Meteor NF Mk.11, ENS/KT-S, No.11 Sqn. Force Aérienne

belgickeé letectvo, 1953. Belge / Belgische Luchtmacht/ Belgian Air Force, 1953.
14a

Scheme A

—

C (or perhaps B
just a darker shade of Dk.G.)

colours had a bit darker shade
than on the rest of the airframe

A Medium Sea Grey
Stredni morska Seda
C363

B  Dark Green
Tmavé zelena
C361
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A.W. Meteor NF Mk.11, NF11-32/346-QH, CTB - Centre de Tiretde A.W. Meteor NF Mk.11, NF11-32/346-QH, CTB - Centre de Tir et de
Bombardement de la Base Aérienne 706, Cazaux, Armée de I'Air/ Bombardement de la Base Aérienne 706, Cazaux, Armée de I'Air /
francouzské letectvo, 60. léta. French Air Force, 1960s.

Scheme B
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previous fuselage code 12
oversprayed with fresh
coat of blueish shade of grey colour

A Medium Sea Grey
Stiedni morska Seda
C363

B  Dark Green
Tmavé zelena
C361

C  Black
Cemna
H12/C33

Yellow
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E  Green
Zelena 5
H16/C64

note:
after long years of service, the original British
camoufiage colours on the airframe looked
really womn out.
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barvy na draku byly jiz znaéné opotfebené.
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A.W. Meteor NF Mk.11, 501, 723 Squadron, Flyvevabnet / danské
kralovské letectvo, 50.léta.

Scheme C

note:
on the radome, the camouflage
colours had a bit darker shade
than on the rest of the airframe

A Medium Sea Grey
Stfedni morska Seda
C363

B  Dark Green
Tmavé zelena
C361

H12/C33
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A.W. Meteor NF Mk.11, 501, 723 Squadron, Flyvevabnet / Royal
Danish Air Force, 1950s.
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DKGMSG pattem -
crrhe Analnge kamufiéni barvy na radomu
vypadaly lehce tmavsi nez na zbytku
draku
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