





he armoured Renault, which was built in
on, an armoured Car now known ag the
armoured Car Model 1914 (Type ED). The
lenault company was one of the leaders of
ance’s strong prewar auto industry, anq
their ED cars provided a proven design
upon which to base an armoured cqy
Initially, the French Army ordered 100,
at was later reduced to 60 — enoug};

ip 15 groups. The first ones went int,

on Oct. 25,1914,

he Renault armoured cars were equipped

@ an 8mm St. Etienne machine gun on 4

| mount in the open-topped rear
rtment that fired over the armour ang .

partment had space for a loader and a
. A single door on the left side of the
mpartment served as the entry

on, or it could be raised for better

~

behind the engine, inside the
its location caused it to provide
ent cooling, and it was prone to
yver. In combat, it was further
ned that the engine provided
it power. Spare wheels and

g compartment, and the
six total wheels — two up
“on a single rear axle,
ommon in European
signs of the time.

nized in 1914, five

th Renaults (Sections

To differentiate them
non-armed vehicles,
lature stipulated that
s be classified as “ZM,
anding for Paris and M
or mitrailleuse (machine




French doctrine developed by
Gallieni, military governor |
Paris, for employing the

red cars was to have them

146 models in groupes
litrailleuses et autos-
rench for “groups of auto-
§ and auto-cannons,”
ed as GAMAC, among
nes and abbreviations).
the fame of the French
ad so quickly delivered
the capital to the Marne
case for armoured cars

mqbile artillery. 'Ijhe Ilustration 4. This classic photograph, taken from the press of the
vided .the offens%ve time, was taken in March 1915. The group to which car
the lighter machine 17414 belongs is not known. Note the MG shield removed to fire

vide protection for against the aeroplanes.
hammered away at

eed to stop the German “S” bullets at 200 meters, ther < v/a; concern that the 5mm armour
Model 1914s could do the job, and Louis Renaul novsonally informed the Minister of
e couldn’t ensure that the armour on his armoured cass wi.s capable of meeting that require-
testing, the Ministry of War officially classified the vehicles as “insufficiently armoured.”
9 saw additional armour from St. Chame ~d, which later made tanks, as well as extra
n and additional armour protection for ihe crev.

were quickly superseded by future developu:ciits, the Model 1914 (Type ED) remains the
car built in large numbers by the Frency as *hey sought desperately to field armoured cars
Ip them stop the invading German A1.:xx ..ofore it was able to take Paris and win the war.

nault Model 1914s
by Russia, and they
d for transport, with
“the armoured hulls

riers, though 11
ent to the Izhora

Mgebrov, which |
enault Mgebrov
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MARKINGS 5% s NN
Illustration 5. Another 17935 Renault armoured car on the streets of




E ‘4- rm y [ that time, ln Artlllery Greya thOUgh
ic countryside scene being painted on its armoyy at
four-color camouflage scheme that would beeoxf,g

S N ht grey-blue) was adopted, by decision of December 21, 189 6, f
e (a very ligl sgthgn to be used for all equipment subsequently adopteq by t}?g
les (horse-drawn carriages, then automobiles).

1897 gun. It wa
tillery or vehic

o ' i~ Illustration 6. This beautifu] armoureq

my  AS Renault N° 547 with Ducashle tires

is perhaps one of those not attrihygeq

" to the navy groups. Its staff Comes

from the automotive Service,

We can assume that the same s true
for Renault N°552 car represented
in this kit's markings (but the front
tires were regular)

< 3 ’&.;x e i &2
S a very fine example of multicolored
dark brown net. This car is likely
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Step 26. Installing the driver's backrest with the
compartment cross member
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