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Aero C-3A

- ‘Czechoslovakian Transport and Trainer Plane’

In 1934 in the German city of Halle, Hanns Klemm, an aircraft designer and manufacturer, set up ¢ brar ¢ of 1.is aircraft factory. The new plant
was to produce multi-engined, all-metal aircraft, in contrast to the original factory where wood wak <:il’ Feinj used for building the aeroplanes.
In 1937, the Halle plant was taken over by the famous German aviator Friedrich Siebel who al«.0 gave it nic rame. The plant mainly focused on
licence-built designs, but had a couple of their own aicraft designs too. The first type to be produced by uiis new plant was the Fh 104 Hallore,
adesing in fact originating in the Klemm works.

In 1938, Germany's flag carrier Deutsche Luft Hansa in cooperation with the RLM announced wande’ for a fast, twin-engined transport aircraft.
Before the winning design could be found, the war had broken out which meant the new type woul4 be used just (or mainly) by the German
military. The prototype Si 204A first flew on 23 May 1941, being of an all-metal construction and powered by a pair of Argus As 411 engines and
differed from all later versions by having a stepped pilots' canopy. Its production w=s commen :eJ at the Halle plant at first but as their workers
were busy with producing Ju 88 bombers, the production was later transfa'red to the French Société Nationale de Constructions
Aéronautiques du Nord (SNCAN). The third prototype machine was finishad a the new Si 204D version which had completely glazed pilots'
office similar to that of the He 111H/P and Ju 88A bomber aeroplanes ana in wxis new canfiguration, the type perfectly suited to the trainer role.
The Si 204D was produced not just by the French plant, but in the Protecturate of Bche.mia and Moravia (former Czechoslovakia) by Aero,
Letov and CKD factories too. The final variety to be developed during the war time was the Si 204E which featured a gun turret and bomb bay
in the cetral section of the fuselage, enabling the type to take part in the barnber crex, training or it was even used as a makeshift night fighter.
The German Luftwaffe operated the Siebel mainly in so-called B- and C- niant traiziing shools and as a liaison aircraft. The machines which
were fitted with radar equipment were used for night fighter training and a handtul of the Si 204 was also operated by the Deutsche Luft Hansa
during the war.

The end of the Second World War did not bring the career of the type \2.i*s enq, the Siebel proved to possess marvelous flying capabilities, was
reliable and also quite efficient. Several of the Si 204 was ta’ei, 2ver by the victorious Allies and were test flown by or even put to regular
service with the British RAF, USAAF, Soviet air force, Aeroflot (Suviat Airlines), Czechoslovak air force, CSA (Czechoslovak Airlines) and
French Armée de I'Air and Aéronavale. The post war proriuztian went on a2 both the French SNCAC and Czechoslovak plants. The French
machines were known as the NC700 to NC702 and Juv* ed the Matinet ar.d were also exported to Sweden and Poland. In Czechoslovakia,
the various indigenously built versions of the Siebel werc out to se vice as the C-3A/B, C-103 or D-44 respectively. At first, they were to serve
for training purposes only, but the 1948 communist cou2 and varicus other reasons too meant that no other and more advanced types would
be available to replace them eventually, so the ;y we it un ta sarve with the bomber units of the CSLA (Czechoslovak Air Force) well until the mid
1950s when they were replaced by the 1I-28 jets

Si 204D characteristics and performance:
Wingspan 21.28 m, length 11.95 m, max. spr.e2 254 ‘m/~ 4t 3,000 m, service ceiling 7,500 m, range 1,800 km.

€

V roce 1934 zalozZil Hanns Klem.» v Hzile pocacku své firmy. Ta méla vyrabét, na rozdil od matefské tovarny, vyrabéjici celodfevéné letouny,
vicemotorové letouny celokovove koristrukce. v roce 1937 prevzal tovarnu v Halle znamy némecky letec Friedrich Siebel a pfenesl| na ni své
jméno. Tovarna se zabyvala hlavné \icenéni vyrobou, ale konstruovala i viastni typy. Prvni konstrukci nové tovarny se stal Fh 104 Hallore,
ktery vznikl jesté jako projekt v tovarné Kicmm.

V roce 1938 vypsala dopravni spole¢nost Lufthansa ve spolupraci s RLM soutéz na rychly dvoumotorovy dopravni letoun. Nez byla soutéz
ukonéena, vypukla valka. O letoun ale jevila stale zajem Luftwaffe. Prototyp letounu oznaceného Si 204A vzlétl poprvé 23. 5. 1941. Tento
dvoumotorovy celokovovy letoun byl pohanén dvojici motort Argus As 411 a od vSech pozdéjSich verzi se odliSoval tim, Ze mél stupnénou
prid. Byl zaveden do vyroby, ale protoZe tovarna v Halle byla vytizena vyrobou Ju 88, byla vyroba pfenesena do Société Nationale de
Constructions Aéronautiques du Nord (SNCAN) ve Francii. Treti prototyp byl vyroben jako nova verze Si 204D. OdliSoval se celoprosklenou
pridi, podobnou jakou byly vybaveny bombardovaci letouny He 111 H/P nebo Ju 88A. Hodil se tak skvéle k vycviku. | jeho vyroby byla pfedana
do SNCAN ve Francii a také do tovaren Aero, Letov a CKD v Protektoratu Cechy a Morava. Posledni verzi vyvinutou za valky byla Si 204E,
vybavena stieleckou vézi a pumovnici v centroplanu. Ta byla uréena k bombardovacimu vycviku. Nouzové mohla byt pouzita i jako no¢ni
bombardér. Luftwaffe pouzivala Si 204 hlavné v tzv. B a C Skolach a jako spojovaci. Stroje vybavené radarem slouzily k vycviku noéniho
stihani. Nékolik kust pouzivala b&hem valky i Lufthansa.

Konec valky ale neznamenal konec historie Si 204. Siebel Si 204 mél skvélé letové viastnosti, byl spolehlivy a vykonny. Dost letount zabavili
vitézové. Ukofisténé Si 204 tak testovaly nebo pouzivaly britska RAF, USAAF, sovétské letectvo i Aeroflot, Ceskoslovenské letectvo i CSA
a francouzské Armée de I'Air i Aeronavale. Vyroba ve Francii u SNCAC pokradovala i po vélce, stejné jako v Ceskoslovensku. Ve Francii
vyrabény Si 204 v nékolika verzich byl oznaden NC 700 aZ 702 pojmenovan Martinet. Byl dokonce exportovan do Svédska a Polska.
Ceskoslovenské Si 204 byly oznagovany podle verze C-3A/B, C-103 a D-44. Jejich vyroba pro nové budované eskoslovenské letectvo i statni
aerolinie CSA se rozebé&hla hned po valce. Mély byt pouzivany jen k vycviku. Diky komunistickému prevratu a nemoznosti je nahradit z riznych
davoda jinymi typy tvorily ale vyzbroj bombardovacich jednotek CSLAaz do jejich nahrady proudovymi [1-28 v poloviné padesatych let.

Si204DTTD
Rozpéti 21,28 m, délka 11,95 m, max. rychlost 364 km/h ve vySce 3 000 m, prakticky dostup 7 500 m, dolet 1 800 km.
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Aero C.3A, reg.no. 388, UA-53, 3. letecky $kolni pluk (Air School Regiment), Aero C.3A, ev.¢. 388, UA-53, 3. letecky $kolni pluk, Trencin, 1951. Pri startu 27. 7.
Trencin, 1951. On 27 July 1951 while taking off and being at the height of meretwo 1951 vysadil tomuto letounu pravy motor ve vys$ce 2 m. Instruktor
metres the starboard side engine stopped working. Instructor Lt. M.Reich was por. M. Reich byl pii nouzovém piistani zranén, Zék V. Vatéra nebyl zranén.
injured in the ensuing emergency landing, student V. Vatéra escaped without any  Letoun byl opraven.

injury. The aeroplane was repaired.
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SH48197 Aero C-3A ‘Czechoslovakian Transport and Trainer Plane’ 14



Aero C.3A, reg. no. 384, AK-4, instrukcni pluk — vy3$si $kola dustojnika letectva
(Instructional Regiment — Air Force Officers College), Hradec Krélové, 1954.
On 18 March 1954 during a night flight, one of the engines malfunctioned due
to incorrectly installed sparking plugs and the crew failed to bring the aeroplane
safely back. Instructor 1st Lt. R.Palaticky, a WW2 Slovak Air Force ace
(5 victories on the Eastern front) was killed, along with 1st Lt.F.Starha and
1st Lt.A.Burian (navigator). Radio operator V. Patak survived with injuries.

11

A Green Khaki Light Blue
Smalt Avion 2036 khaki MNO Smalt Avion 2036.65 svétle modra
H303/C303 ‘ H67/C115/RLM65

Aero C.3A, ev. ¢. 384, AK-4, instrukéni pluk — vy$§i $kola dustojnikd letectva, Hradec
Kralové, 1954. V tomto letounu 18. 3. 1954 zahynul instruktor npor. R. Palaticky, eso
Slovenskych Vzdusnych Zbrani (5 sestfeli na Vychodni fronté) spolu s npor.
F. Starhou a npor. A. Burianem (navigétor). Radiotelegrafista V. Paték prezil se
zranénim. Pfi no¢nim léténi vysadil motor s neodborné namontovanymi svickami
a osadka nouzové pfistani nezviadla.
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Aero C.3A reg.no. 363, S-14, letecka spojovaci $kola (Air Force Signals School)
Chrudim, 1948. At the night of 25-26 June 1948, the crew of Maj.J.Murori, Capt.
A.Zabrz and Staff Capt.S.Janadek (all ex-RAF WW2 airmen, facing imprisonment in
the communist-controlled Czechoslovakia for political reason) successfully used this
airframe to flee to safety. On the board there were also their wives and the son of
S.Janééek. They landed with the wheels down on a beach near Amiens, France. As
the aeroplane stood on the beach for several days and was partly flooded by the tide,
it was considered damaged beyond repair when it was returned back to
Czechoslovakia and was eventually written off.
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A Green Khaki B
Smalt Avion 2036 khaki MNO
H303/C303

Light Blue

H67/C115/RLM65

Smalt Avion 2036.65 svétle modra

Aero C.3Ae.6. 363, S-14, letecka spojovaci Skola Chrudim, 1948. Letoun S-14 byl
pouzit k uspésnému uletu z komunistického Ceskoslovenska. K dletu ho pouZili
mijr. J. Murori, kpt. A. Zabrz a $kpt. S. Janacek v noci z 25. na 26. 6. 1948 (vSichni tfi
bojovali za vélky v RAF a v komunisty oviddaném Ceskoslovensku jim hrozilo
vézeni z politickych ddvodud). Na palubé byly také manzZelky letcu
a syn S. Janéacka. S-14 pristal na podvozek na plazi u francouzského Amiensu.
Vzhledem k tomu, Ze stroj stél na plézi nékolik dni a ¢astecné ho zaplavoval priliv,
byl po odvozu zpét do Ceskoslovenska zrusen jako neopravitelny.
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Aero C.3A reg.no.uknkown, Letecky vyzkumny Ustav (Aviation Research Centre),  Aero C.3A neznéamého ev. é&isla, Letecky vyzkumny Ustav, Letriany, léto 1951.
Letriany, summer 1951. The vast majority of Czechoslovak 'Siebels’, both in the  Naprosté vétsina "Siebel" létala v éeskoslovenském letectvu a ve VLU
military and in the research centre flew wearing the regulations camouflage scheme v barvéch dle pfedpisu - zelené khaki na hornich a boénich plochéch a svétle modré
of Khaki Green on the upper surfaces and Light Blue below. This airframe is an na spodnich. Vyjimku tvofi tento stroj v pokusné kamuflazi tvofené
exception, painted in a trial scheme consisting of brown and grey on the upper  shora polihnédé a Sedé barvy. :

surfaces.
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