1/72

Fairey Barracuda Mk.llI
& ‘ASV Mk.XI Radar’

In 1937, seventeen British aircraft manufacturing companies were sent specification S.27/37 which called for a monoplane torpedo-bomber-
reconnaissance (or TBR) aircraft to serve with the Royal Navy’s Fleet Air Arm from aircraft carriers and land bases. Only six companies responded
with designs and the one from Fairey was eventually chosen — “Type 100'. An order for two prototype aircrafts was received on 30 January 1939,
followed by a further 250 production machines on 10 August 1939. Development was led by Fairey s chief designer M.J.O. Lobelle and his assistant
R.T.Youngman but an early blow for the Type 100 was the cancellation by Rolls Royce of the planned Rolls Royce Exe X block sleeve valved
powerplant, meaning that the aircraft had to be redesigned to accept the only other engine already available, which was the Rolls Royce Merlin VIII.
Despite the ongoing Battle of Britain and the necessity to prioritise fighter plane developement, the Fairey company was able to finish the first prototype
machine - Barracuda Mk.I. The first flight took place on 7 December, 1940 when Fairey s chief pilot C.Staniland took Barracuda Mk.I, P1716 aloft. The
new aircraft was a shoulder-wing monoplane with large externally mounted Youngman type wing flaps und<: ibe wings, a retractable undercarriage of
an L shape design which retracted into the wings and side of the fuselage and it was capable of carrying ot ne roles of torpedo bomber, level and dive
bombing (up to 70 degrees) as well as long-range reconnaissance. It was equipped with an ASV IIN rad ir set ['nirg .est flights some flutter occured
around the tail plane which was consequently redesigned. This delayed the production of the second protoy p¢ aad c it .er design changes also brought on
an increase of the total weight and thus a lower performance. The first production Mk.I's were fitted w ith 2 Roi's Rovce Merlin Mk.30 powerplant with a
three-bladed propeller but after only 25 had been built an improved MKk.II variant fitted with a Merlin 32 was put into production. The first few Mk.II
airframes also had three-bladed propellers but the remainder had a four-bladed propelle. vnit. Even so, the Barracuda was still considered
underpowered and its performance was criticised. Added to this, the quality of production was no¢ up to ex.p :ctations, mainly with the Blackburn and
Boulton Paul factories. During the early stages of the type’s service several improvements were incornorz.ed such as different styles of exhausts and
fuselage skinning reinforcement aft of the cockpit. During autumn 1943, when Barracudas joined the action, all critics went silent.

Atotal of 1,700 Mk.II Barracudas were built, although this number is sometimes questior.cd because fop.e of the Mk.11 airframes were later converted to
Mk IIT standards equipped with a new centimetric ASV X radar equipment carried unde : ae tuzelage. Several machines were also fitted with the smaller
ASH radar (American AN/APS4) in a teardrop-shaped pod carried under the starbe ud wing. '1e Mk.IV was fitted with the impressive Rolls Royce
Griffon which was incorporated into a redesigned and lenghtened fuselage. Ouly ceven Ml IVs were produced, though, as production soon switched
to the improved Barracuda Mk.V which was the last of the familyand came after th. wa= was clre ady over. With an improved Griffon Mk.VII or Mk. VIII
engine, the Mk.V also had longer wings with squared off tips and the crew was ofaciaily v=duced from three to two. An order was made for 110 of this
variant but only 30 airframes were built before the end of the war brought an enc to the prodi:cdon.

Despite being designed prima rily as a torpedo bomber, the Barracuda only ‘le v a bar.dful of missions in Norwegian waters carrying this type of
armament and for most of the time its primary role was that of dive bomber. The Bar.z2:das were used during the disembarkment in Italy, several attacks
on Tirpitz (part of them armed with US 1,600Ib armour piercing bombs’. Sefore the end of WWII they operated in Europe where they attacked German
naval transports from land bases and aircraft carriers or took part in anti-sbmarine fights. Since the beginning of 1944, they were also active in the
Indian and Pacific Ocean. Unfortunately the tropical conditions greatly reduced the type's performance, yet despite this Barracudas were used till the
end of the war —especially in the attacks on Sumatra, the Andaman ,5!2nds ai:' Nicobara.

The Barracuda was also flown by Canadian and Dutch squadrope £;ing as paii ot the Fleet Air Arm and after the war ended surplus Barracudas were sold
to the French Armée de 1" Air whose unit 1/56 *Vauclus~'useri ‘ne i, ne to drop :ig >nts behind enemy lines. As the Barracuda was capable of very short
take offs and landings and possessed a sturdy undercarriage, i. v7as suite 1. -ather v¢ll for this role.

In the UK, Barracudas were used throughout the 1940's and ti.>n decom-n .ssioned.

Wingspan: 14,50m, Length: 12,18m, Speed: 367 km/h at 550, Ceili=g: 6585m, Range: 1165 km

Vroce 1937 byly celkem 17 vyrobeiim letadel ve Velxé Brité=yj rozeslany specifikace S.24/37. Ty pozadovaly moderni jednoplosny stroj oznagovany
jako TBR (Torpedo-Bomber-Recconaissance) pro lei=ckou »fozku Royal Navy. Stroje mély operovat jak z palub letadlovych lodi, tak pozemnich
zékladen. Zajem o vyvoj tohoto letounu proje:vilo ale jer Sest firem. Z pteloZenych projekti byl vybran navrh firmy Fairey Type 100. Ta také dostala
30.1.1939 objednavku na dva prototypy a 1. srpna 1¢'3) zakézku na prvnich 250 kusii. Vyvoj nového typu vedl $éfkonstruktér M. J.O. Lobelle s
asistentem R. T Youngmanem. Hned v za&atcich se al: projek dostal do potiZi. Vyvoj motoru R&R Exe, ktery mé&l Type 100 pohanét, byl zastaven.
Projekt byl tedy pfepracovin na tehdy j.dinv Jostugz; motor R&R Merlin Mk. VIIL. Navic diky probihajici Bitv& o Briténii se vyvoj opozd’oval, Fairey
jako jiné firmy se soustfedil na v;rotw «tihatc k. I tak se podafilo dokongit prvni prototyp. Ten, s novym bojovym jménem Barracuda Mk.I a seridlem
P1767 vzlétl pilotovan $éfpilotem Ch. “tanilanacin 7.12.1940. Stroj hornoplosné koncepce s rozmémymi Youngmanovymi klapkami za kiidlem,
lomenym zatahovacim podvozkem by schoven torpédovych ttokd, horizontélniho i stfemhlavého bombardovani (do max. thlu 70°) a dalkového
priizkumu. Byl vybaven radarem ASV IIN. R¢hem zkousek se objevil flutter (tfepani) ocasnich ploch. To vedlo k jejich piepracovéni. Diky tomu se
opozdila vyroba druhého prototypu i sériovych strojii. Navic upravy zvedly hmotnost a sniZily vykony. Prvni sériové stroje pouzivaly motory R&R
Merlin Mk.30 a tfilisté vrtule. Po vyrobeni 25 kusi ale vyroba pfesla na vylep§enou verzi Barracuda Mk.II. s Merliny Mk.32. Po prvnich nékolika
kusech s tfilistymi vrtulemi dal3i Barracudy Mk.II m&ly montovany &tyflisté vrtule. I tak byly stroje podmotorované a jejich vykony byly teréem kritiky.
Provazely je i problémy s kvalitou vyroby, ktera probihala hlavné u firem Blackburn a Boulton Paul. B€hem zavadéni do sluzby byly stroje upravovany,
napiiklad se ménily vyfuky &i zesiloval potah trupu za kabinou. Na podzim 1943, kdy se Barracudy dostaly do bojovych akei, kritika utichla. Verze
Mk.II bylo vyrobeno néco pod 1700 kusti, pfesny poet je diskutabilni, protoZe &ast strojit Mk.II byla pfestavéna na verzi Mk.III s novym radarem ASV
X nesenym pod trupem. Verze Mk.III byla vyrobena v 852 kusech. Na vyrobnich linkach se vyrabély verze Mk.II a Mk.III souéasmé.‘gér:t stroji dostala
misto radaru ASV X mensi radar ASH (americky AN/APS4) v kapkovitém pouzdru pod pravou polovinu kiidla. Verze Mk.IV dostaly vykon&j$i motor
R&R Griffon T.1 v prodlouZeném trupu. Bylo vyrobeno ale jen sedm kusti. Posledni sériovou, ale jiZ povale¢nou verzi se stala Barracuda Mk.V. Trup
této verze byl prodlouZeny a upraveny, stejné jako kiidla s hranatymi koncovymi oblouky. Byla pohan&na motorem R&R Griffon VII nebo VIII a byla
pouze dvoumistna. Vyrobena byla ve 30 kusech, objednavka na 110 dalSich byla stornovana.

A& byla Barracuda stavéna priméarné jako torpédovy bombardér, ttoki s torpédy bylo provedeno jen n&kolik v norskych vodach. Barracudy byly
uzivany hlavné jako stfemhlavé bombardéry. Zi¢astnily se vylodéni v Italii, n€kolika itokt na Tirpitz (4st s pivodn& americkymi bombami AP o vaze
1600 liber) a do konce valky v Evropé titoéily z pozemnich zékladen i letadlovych lodi na némeckou namoini dopravu v norskych vodach a vykonavaly
protiponorkové akce. Od roku 1944 operovaly také v Indickém a Tichém, oceanu. Tropické podminky ale sniZovaly jejich vykony. I tak byly pouZivany
az do konce vilky. S jejich ptisobenim jsou spojeny utoky na Sumatru, Andamanské ostrovy & Nicobary. Barracudy pouZivalo také kanadské a
nizozemské namofnictvo a to jiz za valky v rimci FAA, po vélce pod vlastnim vedenim. Dal3im uZivatelem se stala Francie, respektive jednotka 1/56
Vaucluse. Ta pouzivala Barracudy k vysazovani agenti za nepfatelskymi liniemi. K tomu se pivodné nidmoini stroj s kratkym vzletem a pfistinim a
odolnym podvozkem skvéle hodil.

Ve Velké Britanii slozily Barracudy do konce Ctyficatych let a pak byly vyfazeny.
Rozpéti: 14,50 m, Délka: 12,18 m, Rychlost: 367 km/h ve vySce 500 m, Dostup: 6585 m, Dolet: 1165 km
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GET YOUR BARRA RE/ADY FCR THE NEXT OP!

72326 ., F72330
Banacuda Crew X . 5 rracu.da
Members , lechanics
Standing (3 fig.) £ (3 figures, aboard

carrier w/ raincoat)
7352 Antlsubmarme/ 7353 Antisubmarine 7354 Antisubmarine d

250Ib Mk.VIIl bombs (4 pcs) 500Ib Mk.IV bombs (2 pcs) 600Ib Mk.l bombs (2 pcs)
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\ Cerné/BLACK H121C33
\ Ocelové/STEEL H18/C28
\ Opéleny kov/BURNTIRON ~ HT6ICH1
\ Gernd na pneu./ TIRE BLACK  HT7IC137
\ Zuté / Yellow H320/C329
\ Sedozelend /GREYGREEN ~ H334/C334
Y CGervenohnédé/RED BROWN  H4TICA1

) Tmavy kov/DARK IRON MC214
A\ Hlinik / ALUMINIUM MC218
§) Mosaz/BRASS MC219
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Note: Postwar aircraft depicted in this kit's marking options did not carry torpedoes and bombs.
Pozn: Povalecné letouny, které jsou predlohou této stavebnice, torpéda ani bomby nenesly.
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Fairey Barracuda Mk.Ill, RJ797/302-MF, No.750 Fairey Barracuda Mk.Ill, RJ797/302-MF, No.750
Naval Air Squadron, RNAS St. Merryn, August 1952. Naval Air Squadron, RNAS St. Merryn, srpen 1952.
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A Extra Dark Sea Grey B Sky C  Flat Black D Yellow E Red F Oyster White
- Velmi tmava mor'ska Seda o Nebeska Matna cema Zluta Cervena Krémové bila @& cuNzE
H333/C333 C368 H12/C33 H329/C329 H3/C3 H1/H318 90%/10% S| SANGYO

C1/C318 90%/10%
SH72408 Fairey Barracuda MK.Ill ‘ASV Mk.XI Radar’



Fairey Barracuda Mk.Ill, PM933/N6L, No.810 Naval Fairey Barracuda Mk.lIIl, PM933/N6L, No.810 Naval
Air Squadron, RAF base Beccles, May 1945. Air Squadron, zakladna RAF Beccles, kvéten 1945.

CAM. B

ﬁp¢ cial
A Extra Dark Sea Grey B Dark Slate Grey C Sk D  Flat Black E  Yellow OBBV
‘ Velmi tmavé moi'ska Seda - Tmavé biidlicova Sedé Nebeské Matné éeméa Zluta

H333/C333 H78/C38 50% C368 H12/C33 H329/C329 [P A NGO,

H32/C40 50%
SH72408 Fairey Barracuda Mk.lll ‘ASV Mk.XI Radar’



Fairey Barracuda Mk.Ill, RJ933/GN-311, No.815 Fairey Barracuda Mk.IlIl, RJ933/GN-311, No.815
Naval Air Squadron, RNAS Eglinton, November 1951.  Naval Air Squadron, RNAS Eglinton, listopad 1951.

CAM. C

25(4x) 8 7 27 (fabric tape)

22 35 37 C B
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Extra Dark Sea Grey C  Flat Black D  Yellow OBBV
- Velmi tmava mofské Seda Nebeské Matné éemé Zluté
H333/C333 H12/C33 H329/C329 & Sincvo

SH72408 Fairey Barracuda Mk.IIl ‘ASV Mk.XI Radar’



Fairey Barracuda Mk.lll, RK476/301-S, ELA 1./56
Vaucluse, based at Persan-Beaumont, late 1940s.

CAM. D

Fairey Barracuda Mk.Ill, RK476/301-S, ELA 1./56
Vaucluse, zakladna Persan-Beaumont, konec
Ctyricatych let.
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A Royal Navy Blue B Flat Black C  Yellow ﬁo BBV
Namorni modra Matné éemné Zluté
H326/C326 H12/C33 H329/C329
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