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Struéna historie De Havilland DH.91 Albatross

V poloviné fiicatych let minulého stoleti byla letecka technika jiz
natolik vyspéla, Ze se zacinalo uvazovat o transatlantickych letech a v
té souvislosti se zacaly objevovat na svou dobu technicky vyspélé
letouny jako byl DC-2 a DC-3. Jedny z nejpokrocilejSich mySlenek v
této oblasti méla v britském leteckem primyslu firma de Havilland
Aircraft Co. Ltd.

V cervenci 1936 ziskala firma od ministerstva letectvi zakazku
P.35/36 na konstrukci rychlého stroje, ktery by byl schopen dopravovat
pres Atlantik postu o celkové vaze cca 450 kg. UzZivatelem méla byt
dopravni spole¢nost Imperial Airways. Séfkonstruktér firmy A.E. Hagg
navrhl velmi elegantni letoun s aerodynamickymi tvary, ktery dostal
typové éislo DH.91 a jméno Albatross. Jednalo se a celodievény
samonosny dolnoplosnik se zatahovacim podvozkem. Pohonou
jednotku tvorily tyfi motory de Havilland Gipsy Twelve XIl o vykonu
392 kW kazdy. Posadka byla slozena z pilota, copilota, operatora a
stewarda.

Prvni let prototypu oznageného E-2 se uskutecnil 20. kvétna 1937 v
kokpitu se séfpilotem firmy F.G. Waightem a nedopadl nijak slavné.
Motory pracovaly jen na poloviéni vykon a podvozek se cely nezatahl a
zustal zasekly na poloviné své cesty. Nasledné doslo k nékterym
konstrukénim Gpravam zejména u ocasnich ploch.

\ ervenci 1937 po GispéSném predstaveni letounu na letecké
vystavé v Hendonu doslo i ke zméné uréeni letadla. Misto dopravy
posty pfes Atlantik mély letouny nadale dopravovat az 22 cestujicich
nejen po evropskych destinacich, ale i do severni Afriky a Stredni
Vychod.

Celkem bylo vyrobeno sedm stroju z toho dva prototypy. Druhy
prototyp byl zalétan v Eervenci 1938. Kazdy ze stroju dostal sve jméno
zacinajici na pismeno F.

Faraday- registrace G-AEVV, puvodné postovni letcn, v roce 1939
létal u Imperial Airways, v roce 1940 ve spolecnosti BOAC a v dobé
valky slouzil v RAF u 271. Sgn se sériovym Cislem AX903. Havarovz,
pfi pristani 11. srpna 1941 v Reykjaviku.

Franklin-registrace G-AEVW, pivodné poZiavni ‘efoun, provozovaia
ho spoleénost BOAC, v dobé valky zaclenen k RA= k 271. 3qn pod
sériovym Cislem AX904. Havaroval :

7. dubna 1942 opét v Reykjaviku pii pristani. ;
Frobisher- registrace G-AFDI, dopravni varanta, v rooe 1738 dodan
do spolecnosti Imperial Airways pozdéji BUAC. Znic=n ne:neckym
bombardovanim 20. prosince 1940 na elisti Whiterur ch. !
Falcon - registrace G-AFDJ, Lopravni \:aiianta, v roce: 1938 dodan do
spoleénosti Imperial Airways pezde;t BOAC. \\iiazep z provozu v zari
1943.

Fortuna - registrace G-AFDK, dor,ra.ni vatianta, v roce 15939_ dgdén
do spolecnosti Imperizs A'tways. pe zd&ji ROAC. Znicen pii pristani 16.
Cervence 1943 v Irsku. e 2
Fingal - registrace G-AFDL, doj:ravni varianta, v roce 19?3_9 c!‘od::-m— do
spole¢nosti Imperial Airways, pazadii BOAC. Hgvaroval pii pristani 6.
fiina 1940 u obce Pucklechurch v Gloucestershire. )
Fiona - registrace G-AFDM, dopravh varianta, vroce 1939 dodan ‘,’9
spoleénosti Imperial Airways, pozdéji BOAC. Viyfazen z provozu v zari
1943

Véech pét dopravnich letount bylo ve valecnych letech modifikovano
pro valeénou sluzbu. Byly opatieny kamuflaznim natérem, presto jim
zlistaly civilni poznavaci znacky.

Technicka data:

Rozpéti (m) 32.00
Délka (m) 31,79
Vyka (m) 6,78
Max rychlost (km/hod) 362

Dolet (km) 1674
Dostup (my) 5455

VALOM

Zlesicka 1808/10 148 60 Praha4 - Chodov
Czech Republic

A brief history of the de Havilland DF.9% Albatross

Aviation technology had become. so adzgiceu by the middle of the
1930s that ideas were hatched abcut trarisatlantic dights and it was
in this spirit that aircraft such as DC-z and DC-3. technically
advanced for their time, began to aopear. Crie »f the most advanced
ideas in this area in the British aviation inausiry came from de
Havilland Aircraft Co. Ltd.

The company was given oirer P.35'3¢ by the Air Ministry in July
1936 to build a fast aircraft that wauld b2 able to take mail totalling
450 kg in weight across the Atlantic. The aircraft was to be used by
transport company Imperial Aiways. Senior constructor at the
company A. E. Hayy designed a very elegant aircraft with
aerodynamic li1es. it was given serial number DH.91 and the name
of Albatross. 't vias a monop'ane constructed almost entirely of wood
with 7 ctractable landing gear and was powered by four de Havilland
Gipsy Twolve Xi! engines, each of a power of 392 kW. The aircraft
was mar:nea hy a pilot, a co-pilot, an operator and a steward.

The 52 protutvpe twok its first flight on 20" May 1937, with the
company's chiei pile! F. G, Waight in the cockpit, but was not much of
a success. The er yines only worked at half power and the landing
gear aid ngt fiilly retract, remaining stuck for half of its joumey.
Certain constriction modifications were then made, mainly to the tail
areas.

The nunose of the aircraft was then altered in July 1937, after
being successfully shown at the air show in Hendon. Instead of
\rarsatlantic mail transport, the aircraft were to carry up to 22
passangers to European destinations, North Africa and the Middle
cast
A tota' of seven aircraft were made, two of these prototypes. The
second prototype was test-flown in July 1938. Each aeroplane was
given a name beginning with the letter F.

Faraday — registered G-AEVYV, originally a mailplane, flown by
Imperial Airways in 1939, by BOAC in 1940 and by No. 271
Squadron RAF under serial number AX903 during the War. Crashed
on landing in Reykjavik on 11" August 1941.

Franklin - registered G-AEVW, originally a mailplane, operated by
BOAC, then by No. 271 Squadron RAF under serial number AX904
during the War. Crashed on 7" April 1942, again in Reykjavik, again
on landing.

Frobisher — registered G-AFDI, passenger variant, delivered to
Imperial Airways (later BOAC) in 1938. Destroyed by German
bombing of Whitchurch Airport on 20" December 1940.

Falcon - registered G-AFDJ, passenger variant, delivered to
Imperial Airways (later BOAC) in 1938. Scrapped in September 1943.
Falcon - registered G-AFDK, passenger variant, delivered to
Imperial Airways (later BOAC) in 1939. Destroyed on landing in
Ireland on 16" July 1943.

Fingal —registered G-AFDL, passenger variant, delivered to Imperial
Airways (later BOAC) in 1939. Destroyed in a crash landing near
Pucklechurch, Gloucestershire, England on 6th October 1940.

Fiona — registered G-AFDM, passenger variant, delivered to Imperial
Airways (later BOAC) in 1939. Scrapped in September 1943,

All five passenger aircraft were modified for military service during
the War and were provided with camouflage paint, although their
civilian registration numbers were retained.

Technical date

Span (ft) 1046
Lenght (ft) 1.2
Height (ft) 22.2
Top speed (mph) 225

Range (mls) 1040
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pohled zepredu
front wiew

DH.91 Albatross, No.271 Squadron RAF, Reyjavik airfieid,
Iceland, crashed on April 7, 1942

pohled zezadu
rear view
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zelena 30
Green
hnéda 29
Brown
letadlova svétla Seda 129
Air Light Gray
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Extra Dark Sea Gray
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Dark Sea Gray
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G oy -
II:II vyfuky 113
Exhaust Tubs
' J  stiibra 17
= Silver
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K Alluminium
L signalni zluta 89
Signal Yellow
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Signal Greep
signalni dervena 174
Signal Rea
prirodni drevo 110
Wood
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Black
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Decals deHavilland DH.91 Albatross (RAF)



